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PREF ACE 


0 perſuade the 
5 World that what 

is here offer d to 
publick view is the genuine 
Work of the matchleſs O- 
RIN DA, would be an unne- 
A 3 ceſſary 
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ceſlary Labour in the Pub- 


liſner, and a nauſcous Trou- 
ble to the Reader. Any 
one who has a Nicety of 


Taſte, or Judgment, may 


eaſily diſcern the following 
Papers to be the real Pro- 
duct of that Pen, which in- 
finitely obliged us with ſo 
curious a Variety of Poems, 


that have procured them- 


ſelves an univerſal Applauſe; 


and that her Writings in 


Proſe deſerve an equal Re- 
putation, is no vain Con- 
jecture. 


In 
an 


be PREFACE. vii 


jecture. Her Qualifications 
for writing were as taking as 
could be deſired, ſince ſhe 
had the Happineſs, in her 
Compoſures, to avoid the 
two - Extremes, either of 


uncorrect Looſeneſs in her 
Stile, or ſtarchd Aﬀecta- 


tion. 


The following Letters 
were the Effect of an happy 
Intimacy between her ſelt 
and the late famous PolIAR- 
CHUS, and are an admirable 


Pat- 


— 
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Pattern for the pleaſing Cor- 

reſpondence of a vertuous 
Friendſhip : They will ſut- 
ficiently inſtruct us how an 
Intercourſe of Writing, be- 
tween Perſons of different 
Sees, ought to be mana- 
ged, with Delight and In- 
nocence; and teach the 
World, not to load ſuch a 
Commerce with Cenſure and 
Detraction, when tis remov- 
ed at ſuch a diſtance from 
even the Appearance of 
Guilt. Things of this na- 


ture, 


The PREFACE. ix 


a Miſtreſs of Thought and 
Expreſſion as OxiN pa, and 
addteſs d to ſo polite a Per- 
ſon as Poliax chus, cannot 
but challenge our Regard, 
and engage our Eſteem. 


'Tis very unaccountable, 
when we have ſuch Exam- 
ples of Excellency among 
ourſelves, that the French, 
Writers, in the Epiſtolary 
Way, ſhould be ſo frequent- 
ly tranſlated by us. Who- 

ever 


* r es 


ever reads the enſuing Sheets 
— „ will find more 
Senſe, Energy and Life here, 
than in Volumes of ſome 
very reputed Authors of 
_ theirs: but, we will not any 
longer offer an Injury to 
the Reader, by keeping him 
from the View of that which 
will ſo agreeably entertain 6 
him, and which, when can- 
didly examin d, will make 
all Apologies uſeleſs. 
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LETTER de: 


HO Im moſt honourd 
Pol. IA cnus, that you de- 
light more in conferring 
Favours, than in receiving 

| ebe e ; and tho' the 

* Higheſt 1 could 12 would prove 
Ii (. bs Hanne not 
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2 LETTERS from 
not only unſuitable to my Obliga- 
tions, and the enſe I Have df tem; 
but ſuch as in themſelves would 
ſtand-in need of a new Favour,' I 
mean, Your Pardon: Yet I cangot 
ſatisfy myſelf with a total Silence, 
where I ought to ſay and do fo 
much; notwithſtanding that my 
own Defeats, and the Cruelty of 
Fate have allow'd me ſo ſmall a 
Capacity of acquitting myſelf of 
either. I am not ignorant that it 
Will ſignify but little to tell you, 

that 1 am the Perſon in the world 
the moſt deeply ſenſible of your 
Favours; and that I with with no 
leſs Paſſion, than (for ought I per- 
ccive) Impoſſibility, to be in ſome 


way able to deſerye the leaſt of ! 


them: But if you will: oblige. ſo 


like a God, you cannot be ſur- 


priz d, if you find no other Requi- 
tal than Thanks, and even theſe 


too but very imperfect. I beſcech 
jou nevertheleſs to accept mine wh | 
he utmoſt Zeal and Sincerity With | 

which © 


— 
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Which I can return them; and 
(What will appear a ſtrange Con- 
-fidence after this ingenuous Con- 
feſſion) to continue me that Friend- 
ſhip, which can alone reward it 
ſelf in the Nobleneſs of its own 


Intentions; and whereto I lay no 
other Claim than that of your Pro- 
miſe only, which I look on to be 
a greater Security than an Act of 


Parliament; as I really eſteem the 


Advantage I reap by it to be a no- 
bler Gift than any that is granted us 
in Magna Charta. I know I run 
the hazard of loſing it, by entertain- 
ing you thus long withour ſending 


you News from the Perſon of whom 
you moſt deſire to hear; but had 


I not the vaſt Reaſon I have to 


write in my - own behalf, yet ſo 
_-greatis my Regard for PoLIARcHus, 


that I am loth to ſend him any 
unwelcome News; and indeed, ſuch 
is CALANTHE's Cruelty,” that I have 


none that will be pleaſing to im- 


part. But this is an Affair fitter to 
B 2 be 
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be diſcours d of at more freedom 
than this diſtance will allow; and I 
have beſides ſome other Reaſons that 
make me wiſh for an Hours Con- 
verſation with you before I come 
to Town. To-morrow my Uncle 
ITREvOxR promis d to ſend Sir EVAN's 
Horſes to bring me to London in 
Lucasla's Coach; but till my 
Brother HECToR, who is now there, 
. returns, I know not whether I ſhall 
accept of that Opportunity. How- | 
ever, if you can be perſuaded. that | 
it will not be inconvenient. for you 
to take two or three Hours of freſh | 
Air, you will either mect me on | 
the Road, or find me here; and 
thus we ſhall both of us have the | 
Satisfaction Sir RoGER in the Play 
wanted, of not grieving alone. I 
am ſo calld on to conclude, that 
I can add no more, but that I am 
with as much Integrity as infinite | 
| Reaſon, Cc. 
Ann 6 Dec. OrINDA. ; 
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H E great Diſturbance you 

were in when you went 
hence, has given me the unhappy 
Occaſion; and the high and juſt 
Concern I have for you, has made 
me take the Reſolution to trouble 
you with my moſt humble and car- 
neſt Requeſt to reſiſt the Attempts 
your pteſent Paſſion is like to make 
on your Quiet, before it grow too 
imperious to be check'd by the 
Powers either of Reaſon or Friend- 
ſhip. There is nothing more caſy 
than to captivate one's ſelf to Love 
and Grief; and no more evident 
Mark of a great Soul than to a- 
void thoſe Bondages : I hope, there- 
fore, you will not think it altoge- 


1 ther unbecoming the Friendſhip 


B 3 you 
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you have given me leave to pro- 
feſs for you, to intreat you to o- 
vercome thoſe Paſſions, and not 
give way to Melancholy, which 
will unhinge your excellent Tem- 
per, and bring ſo great a Cloud 
on the Happineſs of your Friends, 
which chiefly depends on your Re- 
poſe and Converſation. Conſider 
for how many important Inte- 
reſts you are reſponſible, and exert 
all the Powers of Reaſon with 
which your excellent e ee a- 
bounds, to ſhake off your Sor- 
rows, and live chearfully and long 


the Delight of all who have the 


Honour of your Acquaintance : 
Of which happy Number, though 
I am but one of the lateſt, yet 
that Misfortune is in ſome mea- 
ſure abated by ſo perfect an Eſteem 
for you, that I cannot forbear ac- 


coſting you with an odd ſort of 


Compliment ; and aſſure you, that 
I neither do, nor can honour you 
one jot the more on __ 

| O 
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of the many Favours I have re- 
ceivd from you; for the ſenſe 1 
have entertain d of your Merit 
cannot be increas d by any Obli- 
gations you can lay upon me. I 
muſt indeed acknowledge them 
with perpetual Bluſhes, being ut- 
terly incapable of deſerving the 
leaſt of them; yet the Regard, 
Eſteem, and Honour I ſhall ever 


have for PoLIARchus, have ſome- 


thing more great and noble both 
for their Cauſe and Object, I mean, 
your excellent Conſtitution of Mind; 
which 1 have admird in a much 
greater Proportion- than I am ca- 


pable of comprehending it in; and 


this it is that has made me take 
the Reſolution of being while I 
live, Cc. 


gthDecemb. 1661. 
ORINDA. 


—— 


I am perſuaded that I need not 


deſire. your Care in concealing your 
B 4 hav- 
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having ſeen any of CALANTHE'S 

Letters to me; and add this Cau- 

tion, leſt you ſhould unawares write 

any thing to her that might give 

5 the leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpect you 
ve. 
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WHAT ſhall I ſay, wh be⸗ 
gin, and when make an end 
of Derne None cer- 
tainly that can ſay ſo little, ever 
ow'd ſo much; and I can fay yet 
leſs, becauſe I am ſo much oblig d; 
for the fulneſs of my Soul ſtops up 
all the Paſſages of Expreſſion, as a 
Phial too full. hinders its own vent. 
Thus you arc at leaſt rid of one 
Trouble, I mcan, of reading Thanks 
as inſignificant as my former Im- 
portunitics have becn troubleſome, 
However, Sir, what I cannot ex- 
preſs, I ſhall never forget; and I 
am now going to a Perſon, who 
muſt participate in the Obligation 
as he does in the Benefit; and who 
deccives me extremely, if he have 
_- 4 not 
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not conceiv'd ſo becoming a ſenſe 
of your Fayours, as ſhall diſpoſe 
him to hazard the loſs of all that 
by your means has been preſerv'd to 
him (and that is all that can be dear 
to a Gentleman) rather than let ſlip 
the leaſt Opportunity of expreſſing 
his Gratitude, whenever his gogd 
fortune ſhall throw it in his Way. 
But I know you delight more in 
obliging, than in being told of it; 
and therefore I ſhall rather ſuppreſs 
my own Inclination, than do any 
thing that might claſh with yours: 
Permit me only to tell you that 
we are come ſafe to Glouceſter, 
where my Uncle gave me hopes 
that I ſhonld have heard from you ; 
but you are in the right to take 
breath a while from the very re- 


membrance of a Perſon, who has 


been ſo extremely troubleſome to 
you : However, you will not be 
able to enjoy that Repoſe long ; 


for your own generous Promiſe, 


and my importunate claiming it, 
| will 
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Rhing fo POLIARCAPS. It 
will. force you to afford ſome of 
thoſe Minu Which are ſo dear to 
yourlelf, and uſctuf to the World, 
0 oblige me in my Hermitage with 
the affurance tha I am, in ſpight 
of all yo . to tlie contrary, 
contihud in your Friendſhip. I 
know that t9 | be à bold Expreſſion, 
but as nothing leſs could have pro- 
duc d ſuch Teſtimony of your Con- 
ern for nie as I have already re- 
ccivd, ſo too nothing leſs ſhall fa- 
tisfy me for the futue. I hope my 
Brother Pa1L1es has waited on you 
before now, with an account of the 
Affair we were diſcourſing of con- 
cerning WIis rod; wherein I heartily 
wiſh you as much Succeſs, as I had 
in mine that was more doubtful, and 
that it were in my power to contri- 
bute to this as much as you did to 
that. I confeſs there is more of 
Selfiſhneſs in this Deſire than be- 
comes your Friend, ſince I own my 
ſelf inclin'd to wiſh it the more ca» 
gerly, becauſe it flatters me with: . 
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a poſſibility of ſeeing you in a place; 
where I may, in a more becoming 
manner than hitherto I have been 
able, tho after all very unſuitably 
to your Merit and my Obligements, 
expreſs the great Satisfaction 1 take 
in the Enjoyment of your Conver- 
ſation. Be pleas d to keep me alive 
in the Memory of all our Friends, 
but chiefly in your own, which is 
an Eſtate that ſhall ever be moſt 
highly priz d by 


— Tour, &c. 
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1 Had the Honour of receiving 
your Letter as ſoon as I came 
to my own Houſe; and, after all 
the Preparation you were pleas d 
to give me, I had the patience to 
read the — — and the pleaſure 
to read the French Preſent you ſent 
me; and, to obſerve your Method, 
will treat of the firſt firſt; and tell 
you, that I am extremely pleas'd 
with your ingenious Contrivance 
in making a Perſon; who ſtands in 
ſo much need of your Pardon, be 
once in a Capacity of forgiving 
you; and by thus abuſing me, put- 


- ting it to the Trial, whether I have 


profited by the Example of your 
Generoſity: Yes Sir, I have, and 
much more freely forgive your ſen» 
ding me the Engliſh, than you in- 

tcrlining 
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terlining the French Paper, which 


I take as the fat greater Affront. 
But the Bifippoiatrtent of the Ex- 


pectation you firſt rais d, and the 
being put out of countenance af- 
terwards, are not difficult to be 
ſupported from you, who have 
heap'd fo many Favours on me, 
that your very Injuries axe obliging. 
But you will expect I ſhould” give 
vou my Thoughts of your, Preſent. 
1 had not read the Engliſß half 
through, but. I was ready to ſay of 
It as Loc asIA did t other day of a 
Harper, Who play d horridly out 
of Tune, Mill not this honeſt Mau 
go tao Dinner? Which all the Com- 
pany agreed to be the moſt civil 
ay of turning him out of the Room 
that ever he had met with. I ve- 
rily believe there are ſome deep 
Phlloſophical Notions in it, and 
without doubt the Gentleman Co- 
lonel PLL ips told us of, Who had 


teduc d all Divinity to Pemonſtra- 
tion, and CERES 40 ſolve all 


2 Con- 
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Controverſies in a quarter of an 
hour, was near a-Kin to this Author; 
but I, you know very well, have 
been of late ſo tormented with Diſ- 
putes on that Subject, that I fairly 
threw it by, to conſider the Coun» 
teſs of Suza's Elegy, which is in- 
deed one of the fineſt Poems of 
that nature I ever read 5 the 
Thoughts are great and noble, and 
repreſent to the Life the vaſtneis 
of her excellent Soul z the Lan- 
guage is pure, and hardly to be pa- 
rallelYd. I return you many Thanks 
for it; and aſſure you I will always 
keep it with a Value worthy of the 
Author, who muſt needs be an ex- 
traordinary Woman, and of the 
Sender, who is to me above all 
the Flights of Panegyrick. I found 
my ANTENOR fo full of the ſenſe of 
your Goodneſs towards him, that in 
the midſt of his Satisfactions it gave 
him no ſmall diſquiet to conſider, 
that he ſhould never be able by 
any Action of his Life to exprets his 
| C 
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infinite Gratitude for the Care you 
were pleas d to take of his Con- 
cerns ; and indeed I my ſelf am 
bluſhing to give you theſe empty 
Returns for 10 many ſubſtantial 
Kindneſſes. I would avoid them 


had I any other way to gain your 


belief, how much he and I would 


do and ſuffer to convince you of the 
thouſandth part of the immenſe 
Eſteem and Honour we have for 
you. But how, PoLIaRCHus, can 
you be ſo infinitely good, as to 
tell me you miſs my Company ? 
Are you in need of the Mortifica- 
tions you receiv'd by it? They may 
indeed be proper for this holy time 
of Lent ; otherwiſe the not being 
oblig'd to go every day to the Lob- 
by before ſeven in the Morning, 
the Enjoyment of your more de- 
ſerving Friends at Evenings, and 
converſing with your Books; the 
not being almoſt under a neceſſity 
of going abroad in all Weathers 
to a Dog-hole, to find one who 

Bare 
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gave you nothing but Importunity 
and Diſturbance, and robbd you 
of your Quict, muſt needs have 
afforded you more real Satisfactions. 
But indeed, Sir, no ordinary Rea- 
ſons could have prevail'd with me 
to permit your undergoing ſo many 
Hardſhips on my account; and but | 
that the neglect of my Duty to 
ANTENOR would have renderd me 
more unworthy of your Eſteem, I 
could never have preyail'd with my 
ſelf to have given you ſo great and fo 
frequent Troubles in his behalf. I find 
LUCASIA here, notwithſtanding all 
her Threatnings to be gone; but ſhe 
has ſtay'd for me ſo long, that ſhe 
has but very little time left to ſtay 
with me. I deliver'd her your Let- 
ter and Preſent, which ſhe was much 

- out of countenance to receive ; hay- 
ing, as ſhe ſays herſelf, been already 
ſo often and ſo much oblig d both on 
her own account and mine. I aſſur d 
her likewiſe of what you command- 
ed me, and believe the will give 

you 
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you an Anſwer of it herſelf. This 

was our Foſt-day from London, and 
1 have. Letters from ſeveral Hands, 
but none from you, which troubles 
me on a double account; firſt, for 
want of the Satisfaction it would have 
been to hear from you; and then for 
fear your Silence was occaſion d b 
the Diſturbance you are in for the Log 
of my Lady CoRnBURY,whoſe Dcath ! 
is here much lamented. But I will * 
ſay no more at preſent, leſt my 
Letters ſhould be as troubleſome 
to you as my perional Conyerſa 7 
tion, and diſcourage. you from al. 
lowing me the Honour of your Cor- 
reſpondence, which I beg of you to. 
believe ſhall ever be valud above: FF 

all Expreſſion by, Sc. ä 


Cardigan Priory, 
Mar. 18. 1663. 
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Fs now Good-Friday, a a 
Scruple of - Conſcience has 
ſciz'd me, 4 var in a time of ſo 
enjoin'd a Penance, Lought to give 
myſelf ſo much Satisfaction as to 
write to you; but ſince I had the 
Honour of recciving a Letter from 
you laſt Poſt, I muſt have the Ju- 
ſtice to acknowledge it this 3 and 
beſides, to confeſs the Truth, there 
is ſo much got by your Correſpon- 
dence, and mine is ſo troubleſome- 
to every one, that I dare not omit 
a Poſt, leſt I ſhould give you that 
juſt Occaſion of avoiding to oblige 
me the next. You ſee Intereſt go- 
verns me as well as all the World; 
and if it did not, I perceive ſo much 
of it in the carrying on of an Affair, 
whercin a Friend of ours is nearly 
(O 
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concern d, that it cannot be expec- 
ted I ſhould ſcape the Infection. As 
Relation of mine, who had travell'd 
in foreign Countries, was often 
wont to fay, Intereſſe 6 tutro il 
Mondo, e coſi ſon io, All the World is 


made up of Intereſt, and ſo am I. 


But I own I cannot find in my heart 
to repent of mine, while it has in 
view fo great an Advantage as your 
Converſation, which deſcrves to be 
coveted upon the moſt rigid Terms 
that can be propos d; how much 
more then upon thoſe you are 
pleas d to offer, of declining Com- 
pliments, which as I am very un- 
able to make, ſo the beſt ot them 
would fall very ſhort of the Obli- 
gation you have laid upon me, and 
of the Eſteem I ſhall ever have fot 
you! And to give you a convin- 
cing Proof that I intend to baniſhall 
Ceremony, Iwill frankly tell you, 
that you ſhould not get rid of me 
at this time upon ſo eaſy Terms as 
you do; but that the Intentions 1 
* | have 
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have for next Sunday take me off 


from enlarging now. This, I know, 


will procure Pardon at your hands 
for my breach of Promiſe (or 
Threatning ſhall I call it ) in my 
laſt, that you ſhould have a Rela- 


tion at large of the Affair vou know, 
of, from, or | 


28 March 1662. 
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Dy 1 T T ER VL 
os, moſt generous POL i- 


* ARCHUS, I receivd with a Joy 
that ſuch a Happineſs claims from 
every body; and ſo much the more 
from me than from the reſt of the 
World, by how much I deſerve it 
leſs. But tis in ſome meaſure a 
Juſtice in you to afford me your 
Correſpondenc2, ſince without it 
the great Advantages I reap'd in con- 
verſing with you would have been 
injurious to me, in rendring me 
diſſatisfy d with my preſent condi- 
tion; and I could never, without the 
Relief your Letters bring me, have 
been able to reconcile my ſelf to a 
place which deprives me of {ſo deſi- 
rable a Converſation as yours: Nor 
could my beloved Rocks and Rivers, 
which were formerly my beſt En- 
tertain- 


480 
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Fertainments, have 05 me an 


Satisfaction "withoiit 7 25 ind from 


Fou. But now I can mi 

rer content my ſelf in that _s 
litud de, Which, you are ſo generouſly 
Pleag'd © to Wecten, by alſuring me 


that 'T have ſtill ſo conſiderable a 
are in your Friendſhip, in ſpighe 


of all my Occaſions of tiring it, 
and all my Incapacitics'of” acfervittg 
it. I moſt humbly thank you for 
all your News, and for your Trullun 
l 48 which I perfectly under» 
and, but am not yet able to an- 
Wer you in that Tohgue; in time 
I may, and till then be pleas d to 
make uſe of it in whatever. you in- 
dend ſhould be private; for if I 
ould be wot l b. \CALATHE 


* 1 could tell you all that aſd 
between Her and me, I ſhonld make 


\ youat once dull, frown, and won- 


der, 
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der. For would it not indeed pro- 
duce all thoſe different Effects to ſee 
a Perſon of Diſcretion induſtriouſly 
put on needleſs Fetters to a Rela- 
.tion, and then play with them as 
Ornaments ; nay, take it heinouſly, 
if every one does not wink at it? 
To convince you that CALANTHE 
did almoſt downright beg me-to 
countenance what ſhe intended, I 
muſt tell you, that tho I had always 
Tpoken as reſpectfully as I could of 
the Perſon of MEMNON, yet when 
1 told her the Story of the Coun- 
teſs, that pretended I was to have 
a thouſand Pounds for ſpeaking in 
his behalf, ſhe with a ſcornful Smile 
reply d, And you deſerve it 5% 
for you ſpeak extremely for him. 
Imagine, Sir, how 1 was ſurpriz d 
to hear this from her; however 1 
told her, That 4 thouſand Worlds 
2 not bribe me to ſpeak for him, 
I thought it not for her good. 
Think you ſo? ſays ſhe : Upon which 


"F told her, ſbe was ihe beſt 7 „ 
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1 look on him, ſhe then reply'd, to 
be a very honeſt Man, and believe 
yon to have ſuch Obligations to him, 


that you ought in Gratitude to do 


more for him than you do. I anſwer- 
ed, that if I were ſo mercenary as to 


[peak for them that had moſt oblig'd 


me, there are others in whoſe behal 
I owght likewiſe to imploy my Rhe- 
torick. At this ſhe bluſh'd for mad- 
nels, and would not anſwer me a 


word; and fo we parted, both of us 


vex'd and angry enough. We have 
ſeveral times ſince been talking of 
the ſame Affair, and ſhe conſtantly 
tells me, that ſhe has more Incli- 
nation to him than to all the reſt of 


= Mankind, but that ſhe cannot per- 
| [uade herſelf to be a Mother-in-law: 
| And ſhe is always reproaching me 
with my Indifference and little Care 


of what becomes of her, ſince I have 


left off (peaking to her in MEMNON'sS 
behalf. I told her, I did not approve 


ber Uncle's perſecuting her as he did, 
and therefore would not be guilty -4 
l | C the 
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the like Importunity myſelf. She 
anſwer d, I know not whether he has 
perſeruted you, but I am ſure he has 
not done ſo to me. I reply d, that 
1 muſt be both blind and deaf to be- 
lieve What ſhe told me. This put 
her again into a Paſſion ; and, in 
ſhort, I know not how to behave 
myſelf any longer towards her inthat 
Affair, without creating Uneaſi- 
neſſes both to her and myſelf. Next 
Week, if Health and Weather per- 
mit, ANTENOR and I ſhall go 
to Landſbipping, and there I ſhall 
find ſome Opportunity of letting 
vou know how Matters go on, and 
will continue to give you Troubles 
of this kind, till either your Com- 
mands to the contrary, or your Si- 
lence forbid me, which I hope nei- 
ther of them ever will ; tho' it looks 
as if I pretended a Privilege to tor- 
ment you, and were reſolv'd, that 
you ſhould not have ſo much as a 


breathing-time allow'd you by, &c. 
Priory of Cardi ; 
Be Ah — 

ORIN DA. 
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Ther Engliſh Copy you ſent 
me in Company of 
DE SUZA's Elegy is a Debt that has 
ever ſince been burthenſome to my 
Conſcience : for tis my Principle to 
pay what I can; and tho Iowe you 
ſo much, that Inſolvency muſt ever be 
my Plea, yet I am deſirous to give 
you ſome proof that my Intentions 
are honeſt, and that I would quit 
{cores with you if I could. To this 
end I have ſearch d my Cabinet for 
ſome Preſent to return you by way 
of Gratitude for yours; and that I 
might do it the more generouſly, I 
have found this private Hand to con- 
vey it to you; for tis in my opinion 
unjuſt to make the Receiver pay for 
the Carriage of a Token. The Apology 
for Women is ſo obliging to our Sex, 
C 2 that 


2 
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that I could do no leſs than ſend it to 


a 
PoL1ARCHUS, who has ſo great a Va- if 
luc tor us; and, I doubt not, will have * 
a particular Regard for this Paper, k 
when he knows the Aurhor of it to d 
be the ſame that has been pleas'd to y 
beſtow the Favour of ſo many Cor- tl 
rections upon Mr. Bacshaw; and I 
when you have perus'd it, I believe e 
*twill be difficult for you to deter- fi 
mine, whether Women or Presbyteri- fl 
ans owe Mr. L'ESTRANGE the greater n 
Vencration. But if you will have my r 
Opinion in this Affair, we are more f 
oblig'd to him than they, becauſe he d 
beſtows more of his Wit upon us, f 
and commends us implicitly for a Vir- f 
tue, of which I am confident he ne- 
ver felt the Effects; for I am per- A 


ſuaded no Woman was ever kind 
enough to him, to give him reaſon 
to tax her with Inconſtancy: but 
if there have been fuch a PHOENIX, I 
think ſhe richly deſerves this his 
Acknowledgment. The other Pa- 
per, you will find, expounds it ſelf, 
— . and 
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and will very much diſappoint me 
if it docs not make you (mile ; but 
when it has done that ſervice, pray 
keep it from doing the like to any bo- 
dy elſe; for ſuch are my Reſpects for 


your Neighbour my Lady ASHTON, 


that I would not have her think that 
I expoſe any thing of her Brother's, 
eſpecially when 'twas, as you ſee, de- 
ſign d to expreſs ſo high an Eſteem 
for me. The Bearer will let me ſay 
no more, and between, me and my 
two Authors, I fear I have already 
faid enough to need a greater Par- 
don than I will ever beg from a Per- 
fon who: allows me the Honour of 
fubſcribing myſelf, exc. | | 


April-8. 1662. 


ORIN PDA. 
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1 Gave you ſo tedious a Trouble in 

my laſt, that I ought to make 
you ſome amends by the Shortneſs 
of this; and therefore ſhall only 
thank you for the Care you take to 
improve me in the Italian, by wri- 
ting to me in that Language: 1 
underſtood all your Letter at firſt 
ſight 5 and immediately ſet myſelf 
to read G/; Maſcherati, and went 
thro it likewiſe without any heſi- 
tation; ſo that I now deſpair of no 
Proſe, but find I am but half-know- 
ing in that Tongue, till I can maſter 
the Verſe too, and that is my pre- 
ſent Study. In your next pray ſend 
me the two Songs you once gave me: 
One begins thus, E ne piu brami; 
the other is call'd, I Nocchiere er- 
rante. I have loſt the Book in which 
I 
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I had written them, and they were 
extremely pleaſing to me on more 
ſcores than one. And now I am on 
this Subject, I muſt be ſo civil as to 
thank you for your Promiſe concern- 
ing Le Bureau d Addreſſe and Les 
Commentaires Royaux. Believe me, 
had grace enough to bluſh when I 
read it, having been oblig'd in that 
kind to ſuch an Exceſs already, that 
Iknow not with what Face toreceive, 
much leſs to beg any more Fayour: 
of that nature from you. Iam now 
at Landſbipping with LUCASIA, who 
deſires you to believe ſhe is much 
your Servant, and thanks you for 
your laſt Favour, which I believe ſhe 
will anſwer when a piece of Needle- 
work, to which ſhe is now wholly 
devoted, will give her leave: But! 
ſhall be as tireſome to you with this 
Dulneſs, as ſhe is to me with that Im- 
ployment. I ſay nothing now con- 
cerning the Election, having enlarg d 
ſo much on that Subject in my laſt ; 
only this, 'twill either be determin'd 

Ci 4 ; 
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in two or three days, or (which I ra- 
ther wiſh) delay'd till next Seſſion; 
for ANTENOR's Witneſſes having 
been ſo lately at London eight W eeks 
to no purpoſc, were not willing to 
come again till they heard there was 
a neceſſity for it; and my Brother 
PniLIPs has writ word, that you 
were of opinion their Journey might 
be ſpar d: But now I hear the Ad- 
journment is uncertain, which puts 
me into an Alarm concerning the 
Event of our Buſineſs, none of the 


Witneſſes on our ſide being in Town. 
ANTENOR Was not ſummon'd till 


Thurſday noon laſt, and certainly 
that is ſcarce timely Notice to ſend 
Witneſſes two hundred Miles by this 
day ſeven-night. But ſince the Cauſe 
is juſt, and you will eſpouſe it, th 
Succeſs ſhall never be deſpair d 0 


by, Cc. 


April 12. 1662 
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O fae, moſt generous Pour. 


Y ARCHUS, that your repeated 
Commands have at length compell'd 
a very melancholy Muſe to appear 
in a more cheartul Dreſs than ſhe 
uſually wears; and tho' you will 


find by the Unhappineſs of the Ex- 


preſſions in the enclos'd Copy of 
Verſes, that the Muſes have been 
as unkind to me, as the Committee 
of Privileges were to ANTENOR 3 yet 
I am'ireſolv'd to give you this Teſti- 
mony, that I can deny you nothing 
in my power, ſince I thus expoſe 
my Frailties to you. I confeſs much 
of the Gallantry of that Action is 
abated, by the Knowledge I have to 
whom 1 ſend this Poem; and that 
you are ſo much my Friend, chatꝭ it 
Thad nor be ſeen at Court, till vou 

470 6 nav C 
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have firſt put it in a better Dreſs, 
which I know you will do, if it be 
capable of Improvement; if it be 
not, commit it to the Flames, with 
this aſſurance, that twas want of 
Power, not of Will, that preven- 
ted you from being better regal'd. 
If it paſſes your judgment in any 
degree, let me have your Remarks 
upon it, and Iwill correct it by them, 
and ſend the Dutcheſs another Co- 
py, in obedience to the Commands 
the was pleas d to lay upon me, that 
Iſhould let her ſee all my Trifles of 
this nature. I have been told, that 
when her Highneſs ſaw my Elegy on 
the Queen of Bohemia, ſhe graciouſ- 
ly ſaid, it ſurpriz d her. The Poſt is 
juſt upon'going, otherwiſe this Pa- 
per ſhould be fill'd with a certain 
Subject that would pleaſe me if 
not you. I can only add that we 
wanted your Preſence at our Hear- 
ing on Tweſday was ſeven-night ; for 
had out Affair been impartially 
heard by the Committee, tis im- 
poſſible 
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poſſible we ſhould have been fo ſe- 
verely handled. I hope we ſhall 
find more Juſtice from the Houſe 
when the Report comes to be made : 
If your Affairs will permit you to be 
in Town, I cannot queſtion it. The 
happy Lover is come hither this day. 
LucasiA and ANTENOR are your 
humble Servants, and ſo is likewiſe 
more than all the World beſides, 


Tour faithful Valentine, 


ORINDA, 
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Have deferr d waiting a Poſt longer 

than I ought, that you might 
firſt receive from other Hands tlie 
News this Letter brings you, that 
ſo it might be no News to you; 
for tho I know you have long ex- 
pected, and prepar d your ſelf for 
the Blow; yet 1 am ſo well ac 
quainted with the Temper of your 
Soul, as to have cauſe to believe, 
that you have ſtill ſo much left in 
you of the Lover, or at leaſt of the 
Friend, that you cannot hear of 
LuCasIA's being marry'd without 
{ome diſturbance. ;. which will, I 
fear, be increas d, when you know 
that her going to Treland is ſo ha- 
ſten'd; that ſhe will, I belicve, be 
there in three Weeks. I thought 
to have given you a large Account 
how 


= 
J 
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how this Affair came to be ſpurr d 
on ſo faſt, but have not time to tell 
you any thing now, only that the 
Importunity of Sir THOMAS. HAN- 
MER and his Lady, join d to the preſ- 
ſing Inſtances of her other Rela- 
tions here, compell'd her in a man- 
ner to a Hurry, which 1 dare ſay 
ſhe her ſeFf never intended; and 
thus on Sunday laſt the Ceremony 
was perform d to the great Satisfa- 
ion of them all: For I alone of all. 
the Company Was out of humour ;. 
nay, F was vex'd to that degree, that 
J could not 764 my Concern, 
which many of them were ſurpriæ d 
to ſee, and ſpoke to me of it ; but my 
Grief was too deeply rooted to be cur d 
with Words: Believe me, dear Po- 
LIARCHUS, { have wept ſo much, that 
my Eyes almoſt refuſe me this preſent. 
Service: But Iwill ſay no more. of 
itnow. I am reſolud to write each 
Circumſtance of this A fair to our 
Friend Ros ax In, from whont' von 
ſball know all, UTR: 

"I. er 
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fer pour Curioſity till then. I never 
wiſnh d my ſelf ſo much a Philoſopher 
as now, that I might be in a Temper 
ſedate enough to ſay any thing that 
might in ſome meaſure alleviate your 
Griefs : But indeed, PoLIAaRCHUs, I 
am ſo afflicted my (elf, that twould 
be in vain for me to offer at the 
Comfort of another. As for your 
Share in this Loſs, I hope you pre- 
par d your ſelf much better to re- 
ceive it, than I did to fuffer mine: 
Sono ben altri infelici neil amore : 
And I know you are -too wiſe to 
need any Conſolation from any but 
your ſelf, and that you had laid in 


| a Stock of Patience before-hand. 
i 0 Had I done ſo too, I had ſavd my 
l felf much Diſquiet ; yet when I re- 
1 flect that all our Regret in this Caſe 


5 is in vain, I begin to be a little ſatis- 

| - fy d, and often repeat to myſelf theſe 
1 words of Dr. HAMMOND, ben 
10 will you begin to truſt God, and per- 
W | | mit him to govern the World £ You 
ig IM have allow'd my Loſs * 


1 — 
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than your own, and therefore 1 
will expect that Conſolation from 
you, that I am unable to give my 
ſelf, or you any other way, than 
by putting you in mind, that I am 
much more unfortunate than you. 

As for Lucas1a, why ſhould we be 
more concern'd for her than ſhe is 
for her ſelf, or than her neareſt Re- 
lations? I am now taught by Ex- 
pericnce, that 'tis a very thankleſs 
Office, to have too much Regard 
for the Intereſt of our Friends, when 
they themſelves have a mind to wave 
it; and We muſt ſay of this, as of 
other Providences, 


Che le Coſè del > 4 colui vede, 
Chi ſerra gli Occhi, e crede. 


Let us do ſo on this account, and 
believe that ſo ſweet a Creature can- 
not be injur'd by any thing that has 
the leaſt ſenſe of Humanity, nor 
ſo much Piety as hers be forſaken by 
the Divine Providence, May ſhe 

Ver 
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ever be as happy, as I am other- 
wile, and as free from all Trouble 
and Grief, as ſhe ſoon will be from 
the ſight of mine. I can ſay no 
more, my Time is ſolittle and my 
Grief ſo great; but whitherſocycr 
that tranſports me, tho even to my 
Grave, I beſeech you get the Vi- 
ctory over yours, and be aſſur'd that 
I am to my laſt Gaſp, Oc. 


Landſhipping, 
May 17. 1662. 
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About. a Fortnight ago I ac- 

quainted you that LUCASIA 
was marry'd, and had taken a ſud- 
den Reſolution to be going for 1re- 
land; ſince that I have received a 
Letter from you dated at Port/- 
month, giving me the full Relation 
of the Queen's Arrival ; which you 
have ' ſo wonderfully deſcribd in 
Proſe, that I doubt very much whe- 
ther it can be equall'd by any of 
our Poets in Verſe. I thank you 
for it, and for the Care you take to 
improve me in the Talian, which 
Lam the more aſſiduous in, becauſe 
you firſt. encourag d me to under- 
take it. But 1 muſt now inform 
you. where I am, and upon what 
{core I am here. That I am at a 


my 
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my Letter informs you; and the | 


Reaſon of my being here will be 


no Myſtery to you, who are no 


Stranger to the great Friendſbip I 
have or the Princeſs CALANTHE, 
which render d it impoſſible for me 
to let her croſs the Seas into a fo- 
reign Kingdom without my Compa- 
ny Even ANTENOR himſelf was 
_—_ that in regard of the long 

timacy that had been between us, 
4 could do no leſs than ſee her ſafe 
to her Husband's Houſe ; and I my 


ſelf was very deſirous to ſhare 


with her in all the Hazards of the 
Voyage, and to ſee the Places and 
Perſons where and with whom ſheis 
now to live and converſe ; all which 
the Doctor and ſome other of MEM- 
NON's Relations had extoll d to the 
very Skies. And this I was the ra- 
ther inclin d to do, being convinc'd 
that it would contribute very much 
tomy Quiet to know where and with 
whom ſhe was to ſpend the Remain- 
der of her Days. The Paſſage 0 
Vers the 
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the Sea is not in the leaſt dreadful 
to my Apprehenſion, ſince it is for 
the Love of her that I undertake the 
Danger. When I have tarry d there 
a while, I ſhall return home with 


4 heavy Heart; but with the Ca- 


tisfattion nevertheleſs, that T have 
diſcharg'd my Duty to my Friend, 
whoſe Loſe ſhall eternally regret. 
1 am . thinking of what 
BRENNORALT ſays in the Play, I 

will deſerve her, tho Lnever gain 
her. There is a ſecret Pleaſure m 
doing one's duty. I have written a 


long Letter of all the Particulars of 


m— Marri 


23 to ou 2 Friend Ro- 
deſir d her to communt- 
5 t 1 55 you, ſo that of her you may 
be inform, d of all the Circumſtances 
more at large than 1 cannow tell you. 
1feeno Alteration either in her Huſ- 
band's Humour or Mien, but in my 


orien he behaves himſelf more de- 


ically towards her than becomes 

ut all this is under the Roſe, 

and 1 would have kept it to my ſelf, 8 
| 7 
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did I not repoſe an entire Confidence 


in you ; for "tis too late now for us 
to find faults ; the Buſmeſs is over, 
and we muſt be ſatisfy'd, and for 
her ſake, who will be eternally dear 
tous, put the beſt Face on guery thing. 

Oe pretends to be the moſt ſatisfy 4 
Creature in the Morld, and is very 
much concern d when ſhe ſees'me me- 
lancholy. She tells all of us ſhe is 
extremely happy, and that all that 
tove her ought to take part in her 
Happineſs. Pray write to me by the 


next Poſt to Dublin, where, if we 
have a 15 e Paſſage over Sea, we 


ſball be by the beginning of next 
Week, for we are to ſet ſail the laſt 


day of this. If you have written 
any thing to me to Cardigan re- 


tating to this Affair, pray write 


it again to me to Dublin in Italian; 


for 1 know not when I ſhall re- 


cerve the Letters that will come 


to Cardigan the latter end of this 


Week, and I am very deſirous to 


| know your Thoughts of this Mat- 


ver; 
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ter; that ſince I cannot bring Re- 
lief to your Sorrows, I may at 
leaſt ſhare them with you. But 
1 am talking to you, as if” you 
were a Perſon of as little Virtue 
and Reſolution as my ſelf. No, 


PoLIARchus, I doubt not but you 


have more of the Philoſopher in 
you, than to ſuffer your ſelf to be 
twice overcome by the ſame Paſſion. 
Leave then the unavailing Sighs, 
Complaints, and Tears to me, who 
am of the tender Sex, and preſSd 
with ſuch a load of Sorrows, that I 
deſpair of ever finding Relief. Were 
you ſtill a Lover, which you are 
not, I grieve enough at this Seve- 
rity of Fate, both for my ſelf and 
you : The chiefeſt Comfort I have 
left is to converſe with you. Send 
me word what the Town and Court 
fay of this Marriage, and when 
1 come to Dublin, I will in re- 
turn write you ſomething that ſhall . 
make you ſmile. LUCASIA. is ſtill 
very much your Servant; and I am 

con- 
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confident you arc fo fully perſua- 
ded of my Eſteem for you, that 
you will never require an Oath to 
prove that Article; for while Jam 
any thing, I muſt be, Oc. 


Pigfarred [Lucaſia's Houſe] 
June 4. 1662. 


ORINDA, 


ſua- 
that 
1 tO 
am. 


IDA. 
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F your Silence this Week was 

intended to exempt you from 
the Perſecution of my Scribble, 
you ſee your Deſign has miſcarry d; 
and you may believe, that not to 
let me hear from you as I expect, 
is a certain way to provoke me to 
beg of you not to diſcontinue me 
the Favour of your Correſpon- 
dence ; of which I know my ſelf 
to be ſo unworthy, that every little 
Omiſſion on your part, alarms me 
with the Apprehenſion of having 
utterly loſt it. I am ſure you are 
tod generous to alter your Thoughts 
of me, however I may have been 
repreſented to you; eſpecially till 
you have better Proots than the 
bare Aſſertion of one, who could 
know ſo little of that Affair; W 
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T dare promiſe you, that even Ca- 
LANTHE. herſelf would acquit me 
of that Imputation : For ſhe =o her 
ſelf ſo much in her Choice, that ſhe 
will not ſuffer even the Doctor to 
have any ſhare in the Glory of ha- 
ving contributed to it; much more 
therefore will ſbe exclude me, who 
am 2 from laying claim to any : 1 
am very content that it ſhould be 
wholly attributed to herſelf and her 
Uncle, and will never rob them of 
the Reputation they are like to gam 
by zt.  1f you are ſatisfy d with my 
proceeding in that Affair, as yon 
have aſſur d me you are, I look on 
my ſelf to be happier than they. But 
Twill tell you ſomething to make you 
laugh : The Doctor is not fo farem. ; 
nate in his Amours as his Friend, 
for his Miſtreſs has abſolutely re- 
fus'd him; and the, Feſt of it 
ig, ſhe fed him with, vam Hopes. 
till ſhe ſaw her Complaiſance was 
no. longer needful for her Uncle's 
Service, and then on a ſudden ſhe 
\ grew 
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grew ſo proud and ſcornf ul, that he 


ig not 'a little mortify'd at it. She 


publickly declares that be = not 


OE zh, that he is of 4 Hu- 
mour Gy ah ſagreeable, and that — 
can never like him: Befides, 


ſays and does a thouſund 22 


things to him, and carries her ſe 

in ſo haughty a manner, that I have 
often wiſh d you here, that you might 
at leaſt have t or PO of this 
ſmall Revenge. In ſbort, after all 
the noiſe has been made about it, I 
rake the Matchito be quite broken off. 
And fo much for that. I would 
now ſay ſomething in anſwer to your 
Italian, but I have neither Time nor 
Opportunity; for a certain Perſon is 
very jealous of what paſſes between 
us, and watches me cloſe : But in 
a word, I believe the Husband to 
be of a Humour ſtubborn and ſurly 
enough; yet to ſpeak ſincerely, 1 
Have not hitherto percciv'd the Marks 
of any Nature 3 her; and 
N99 #4 in- 
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indeed who could bè barbatous or 


cruel to a Perſon of ſo ſweet a Tem- 


per and fo much Merit, and who 
has made a Sacrifice of her ſelf and 
all her Thoughts to his Will and 
Pleaſure? The Country hereabouts 
is vety like Hales, I mean the moſt 
barren parts of it, that are hilly; and 
near the Sea. There is very little 
Wood, and the Proſpect not in the 
leaft pleafant. The Houſe is indif- 
ferent, and that's all; for tis but 
very ordinary for a Perſon of his 

ality, and ſhe deſerves a better. 
There is but little Converſation, 
and that too none of the beſt: But 


in the Town the Buildings and Com 


pany ate ſomething better. Pray let 
me know whether Rosa NIA be li- 
ving or not; for but that yon and 
PHILASTER have made mention of 
Her, I ſhould have no reaton to think 
ſhe is, not having heard from her 
ſince I came into Treland which: is 
no ſmall Afflictiom to me. Mert 


1 | Week ; 


HL 
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Week we go to Dublin, and I ſhall 
ſoon after return to Wales ; but be- 
forethat you will receive more Trou- 
bles of this nature from, Oc. 


Roſtreror, July 
19. 1662. 


52 "LETTERS frm 


'k 


e de e ee eee 


LETTER XIII. 


1 Received yours of the rwelfth af- 
ter I had written my laſt, which 
will be with you before Sunday next 
and then you will acquit me of my 
Promiſe to make you ſmile, for I 
am confident you will laugh hear- 
tily ; and I give you leave to make 
amy Brother Pa1Lieps, CIMENA and 
RosAN IA Sharcrs in your Mirth 
particularly RoSANTA, to whom you 
arc bound in, Juſtice to give ſome 
part of your Diverſion ;, for ſhe tells 
me you have infected her with your 
Sighs, for which I could chide you 
with as good a Grace as the Gen- 
tleman that cursd his Servant for 
ſwearing, but that I am fo much ob- 
lig'd for the ſhare you take in my 
Trouble, that I haſten to thankyou 


Zor it, and endeavour all I can to 


fol- 


— 
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follow your Advice, and compoſe 
my outward Shew to much more 
Content and Satisfaction than 1 feel 
within: Hoping that in time either 
Reaſon or Reſentment will cure me 
of my Paſſion for the Converſation 
of a Perſon, who has ſo ſtudiouſly 
oontrivd my loſing it. I now ſee 
by Experience that one may love 
too much, and. offend more by 
a too fond Sincerity, than by a. 
careleſs Indifferency, provided it be 
but handſomly vyarniſh'd over with - 
civil Reſpect. I find too there are 
few Fricndſhips in the World Mar- 
riage- proof; eſpecially when the Per- 
fon our Friend marries has not a- 
Soul particularly capable of the Ten- 
derneſs of that Endearment, and ſo- 
licitous of advancing the noble In- 
ſtances of it, as a Pleaſure of their 


on, in others as well as themſelves: 


And ſuch a Temper is ſo rarely found, 
that we may generally conclude the 
Marriage of a Friend to be the Fu- 
neral of a Friendſhip; for then all 
«IO 9 D 3 for- 
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former Endearments run naturally 
into the Gulf of that new and ſtrict 
Relation, and there, like Rivers in 
the Sea, they loſe themſelves for 
| ever. This is indeed a lamentable 
Truth, and I have often ſtudy'd to 
j find a Reaſon for it. SometimesT 
think it is becauſe we are in truth 
more ill-natur'd than we really take 
our ſelves to be; and more forget- 
ful of the paſt Offices of Friendſhip, . 
when they are ſuperſeded by others 
of a freſher Date, which carrying 
with them the Plauſibility of more 
Duty and Religion in the Knot that 
ties them, we perſuade our ſelves 
will excuſe us if the Heat and Zeal 
of our former Friendſhips decline and 
wear off into Lukewarmneſs and In- 
differency : whereas there is indeed 
a certain ſecret Meanneſs in our 
Souls, which mercenarily inclines 
our Affections to thoſe with whom 
we-muſt neceſſarily be oblig' d for 
the moſt part to converſe, and from 
whom we * „ 13 
On- | 
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Conveniencies, And thus we are 
apt to flatter our ſelves that we are 


conſtant and unchang d in our Friend- 
ſhip, tho we inſenſibly fall into Cold- 
neſs and Eſtrangement; but will not 
believe it, becauſe we know tis un- 
gencrous and baſe. And thus it is 


that the thing call'd' Friendſhip, with- 


out which the whole Earth would 


be but a Deſart, and Man ſtill alone, 


tho in Company, grows ſick and 
languiſhes, and Love once ſick, kow 


theſe Speculations. I find there is 
nothing impoſſible in this World 


but for. me to grow wiſe: Let af⸗ 


ter all, I had rather loſe CALAN TRE, 
as I loſe her, than gain her as 
Mx. Doctor has gain d her Company. 
have a hundred things to ſay, would 
this ſtolen Minute permit: But I 


fhall ſoon be in a place where 1 ſhall 


have ſad Reaſon to be free from the 
Fear I am now in, leſt ſhe ſhould 
-furprize me, and find; what would 


not pleaſe her; tho I take Heaven 
9 La \ | D 4 10 


quickly will it dis? But enough of 


| 
| 
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to witneſs, I would neither do, nor 
ſay, nor think any thing in her diſpa- 
ragement, much leſs that would in- 
jure her, for the Empite of the whole 
World. PHILASTER is with us, and 
aſſures you that his ſenſe of your 
Favours and Reſpects for you, can 
neither be 'drown'd in an 1405 Miſt, 
nor loſt in a Bog. He is no better 
pleas'd with CALANTHE's Change of 
Condition than my ſelf. CIMENA 
hears from him, and by that means 
you may have a better account of 


the Husband's Behaviour to his Wife, 
of his Humours and Way of Life 
than I can now ſend you. I believe 
indeed that he loves her very well, 


but he carries himſelf to her with 


ſuch an Air of Sovereignty, and in 
my Opinion ſo filly and clowniſh 
withal, that I am much furprizg'd 
that ſhe, who is ſo well-bred, and 


her Converſation every way ſo agree- 


able, can be ſo happy with him as 


ſbe ſeems to be: for indeed ſhe is 


nothing but Joy, and never ſo well. 


pleas'd 


* p 
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gleas d as in his Company ; which 
makes me conclude, that ſhe is ei- 
_ extremely chang'd, or has more 
the di Ye ending Ga © unning of our 
ex than f I have 
juſt now recciv 70 42 La you di- 


refed to me at Cardigan, wherein 


you give me an account of their 
Majefties great Goodneſs to me, for 
which I return you many Thanks, 
and particularly for the Alterations 
you made in the Pocm ; which I 
look on as a greater Proof of your 
Friendſhip, than all the undue Praiſes 
you give me. But by this time I 
have certainly tir'd you, unleſs you 
are reſoly'd that nothing ſhall do 
ſo from, Cc. 


Dublin, Ju 
30. 77 
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LETTER XIV. f 

0 1 

10 ſay true, PoLIARcHs, 1 E 

cannot be in a fit Humour to p 

write any thing in Verſe at a time 

when I expect each hour to be ſe- 1 

parated from my ever dear LUcas IA. v 

Il A Blow for which you prepare me i 

with ſo much Kindneſs and ſo ex- 9 

[ cellent a Diſcourſe, that I muſt needs A 

bl bear it with greater Reſolution, or 8 

4 be very undeſerving of the Aſſiſtance in 

| you give me. JI am indeed of your 1 

ij  Qpinion, and could never govern R 

if my Paſſions by the Leſſons of the * 

2 Stoicks, who at beſt rather tell us E. 

1 what we ſhould be, than teach ns 0 

how to be ſo; they ſhew the Jour- 7 
*. 


|  _ney's end, but leave us to get thi- 
| ther as we can. I would be eaſy to 80 
my ſelf in all the Viciſſitudes of 
L Fortune, and SENECA tells me I ought 
| ; 10 
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to be ſo, and that tis the only way 
to be happy; but I knew that as 
well as the Stoick. I would not de- 

nd on others for my Felicity ; and 
EPICTETUs ſays, if I do not, no- 
thing ſhall trouble me. I have a 
great Veneration for theſe Philoſo- 
phers, and allow they give us many 
Inſtructions that I find applicable and 
true; but as far as I can ſee, the 
Art of Contentment is as little to 
be learn d, tho it be much boaſted 
of, in the Works of the Heathens, as 
the Doctrine of forgiving: our Enc- 
mies. Tis the School of Chriſtia- 
nity that teaches both theſe excellent 
Leſſons. And as the Theory of our 
Religion gives us reaſon to conform 


and reſign our Will to that of the 


Eternal, who is infinitely Wiſe, and 
uſt, and Great, and Good; ſo the 
ractice of our Duty, tho in the 


moſt difficult Caſts, gives us a ſecret 


Satisfaction, that ſurpaſſes all other 
carthly Pleaſures: And when we 
have once had the Experiment of it, 
> we 


* 
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we may truly ſay the Poet was in the 
right to exhort us to ſtudy Virtue, 
becauſe the more we practiſe it, twill 
prove the more pleaſant, more eaſy, 
and more worthy of Love. But of 
this in a little time more at large, 
when I ſhall have greater cauſe, and 
too much leiſure for ſuch Reflections. 
I will now inform you of my Ad- 
ventures here. My good Fortune has 
favour'd me with the Acquaintance 
of my Lord ORRERY: He is indeed 
a Man of great Parts, and agreeable 
Converſation ; and has been ſo ex- 
txemely civil to me, that were he 
not a moſt obliging Perſon, I am 
ſure he could not excuſe it to his 
own Judgment. By ſome Accident 
or another my Scene of PoMPEy fell 
into his hands, and he was pleas'd 
to like it ſo well, that he ſent me 


the French Original; and the next 
time I faw him, ſo carneſtly impor- . 


tum d me to purſue that Tranſlation, 
that to avoid the Shame of ſeeing 
him who had ſo lately commanded 
| a 
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a Kingdom, become a Petitioner to 
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me for ſuch a Trifle, I obey'd him 
ſo far as to finiſh the Act in which 
that Scene is; ſo that the whole 
third Act is now Engliſh. This'I 
the rather did, — to undeceive 
him in the partial Opinion he had 
of MM Capacity for ſuch an Under- 
taking; and not doubting but he 
would have diſpens d with my far- 
ther Trouble therein. But he no 
ſSoner had it, than (I think to pu- 
niſh me for having done it ſo ill) 
he enjoin'd me to go on; and not 
only ſo, but brib'd me to be con- 
tented with the Pains, by ſending 
me an excellent Copy of Verſes, 
which, were I not conſcious of my 
own Unworthineſs, would make me 
rather forget the Subject, than dis- 
believe the Compliments of his 
Lordſhip' s Muſe. But I have under- 
gone as great a Temptation to Va- 
nity from your Tongue and Pen, 
as he can give me; and yet 1 hope 
neither of you ſhall ever make = 

or- 
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forget my ſelf ſo much, as to take 
pride in any thing, but the having 
POLIARCHUS for my Friend. 1 will 
by my next ſend you my Lords 
Verſes, on condition that in ex- 
change you will let me have a Copy 
of your Tranſlation of Le Temple 
d la Mort; his Lordfhip is in love 
with the Original, and you will in- 
finitely; oblige me in putting it in 
my power to ſhew him your cxcel- 
lent Verſion of it.  Tojbribe you yet 
farther, I will fend you mine of 
PoMeer as faſt as I do it; and be- 
cauſe this is no great Temptation, 
I will ſend you ſome Tranſlations 
from VII OIL by :Mr;-CoWLEY- 
You will wonder at my Lord's Ob- 
ſtinacy in this Deſire to have me 
tranſlate PoMety, as well becauſe 
of my. Incapacity to perform it, as 
that ſo many others have undertaken 
it: But all I can ſay or doꝰ is to no 
purpoſe, for he pexſiſts in his Requeſt, 
and will not be rcfusd. The beſt 
ont is, that having — 


* 
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already, I will take day enough for 
the reſt. But I have weary d you 
as much with this Story, as he has 
me with Commands which. I am ſo 
unable to petform. + Ir lvoe: 
for he ſpeaks of you with a great 
deal of Honour and Eſteem, anl. 


therein, much more than by all his 


Compliments to me, has not only 
diſcover'd his Jann: but 1 
"go, Se. 2 1 b. 


Pat, gen #7 12 1 3 1 
20. 1662. 5 } 4,2 
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deere, : 
ö a 
© LETTER'XY i 
| 1 Will — 1 to think > 
| it proceeds from my own Mis- Me 
| fortune, than from your Forgetful- * 
4 nels of me, whenever 1 am diſap- h 
4 pointed in my Expectation of recei- el 
1 ving a Letter from you; for could y 
q I believe you deſirous to put an end i 
| to the Correſpondence, which I de- h 
| fire fo much, I ſhould in Civility C 
i forbcar extorting it in this importu- _ 
nate manner; and ſo contribute to 1 | 

a Loſs, which I am moſt unwilling ef 
0 to undergo: When therefore you fc 
would be rid of theſe Troubles, you b] 
. muſt downright tell me fo, ſince * 

you ſee I cannot be brought to un- Ks 

derſtand it by all the Signs Your Si- = 

lence can make. Tis true, one Let- ye 

ter of yours is worth whole Volumes * 

of mine, and yet I do not write 0 


every 
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every Poſt, leſt that ſhould deter you 
froni thoſe obliging Returns, that 
are my only Deſign in Writing. But 
if either my Thoughts of Obſerva- 
tion could produce any thing wor- 
thy your Peruſal, I would write to 
you twice a day if I could; from 
whence. you may be aſſur d, IWöuld 
not omit writing as often as I can, 
which is now twice a Week, but 
that F want matter fit to entertain 
you; and I might very juſtly plead 
this in Excuſe of Silence at this time, 
had not PHILASTER copy'd my Lord 
OrRtRY's Verſes, I told you of in 
my laſt, and deſir d me to ſend them 
you as his Preſent ; which I the ra- 
ther do, to make you ſome amends 
for the many ill ones I have trou- 
bled you with, and to let you ſee 
how perfect a Poet my Lord is, who 
writes with ſo much Elegancy on ſo 
undeſerving a Subject: For Fiction, 
you know, is the proper Employ- 
ment of the Muſes. Let me have 
your Opinion of them, which, if 
you 
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you ſend it the next Poſt after 70g 
receive this, may find me here; but 
much longer, I think, I ſhall — 
ſtay. Above all, forget not my Re · 
queſt for your Temple of Death, 
And now I ſpeak of that Pocm, what 
progreſs have you made in your 
Tranſlation from the Spaniſh ? 
Which I very much deſire to ſee ; 
but not ſo much as I do, that it 
may one day be my good Fortune 
to ſee the Tranſlator, whoſe faith- 
ful Friend and humble Seryant I 
muſt be while I am ORIN DA, or 
any thing that Name ſignifies. 


Dublin, Auguſt 
39. 1662, 
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LETTER XVL 


1 Am very much oblig d by the 
Care you take to lay hold of the 
Opportunity I ſeldom give you, to 

aſſure me that my Silence ſhould not 
create yours. I know I am not able 
to ſay any thing that can deſerve 
your reading, much leſs anſwering; 
and by conſequence am conſcious 


how unworthy I am of your Cor- 


reſpondence, and that I can no way 
deſerve it but by downright Impor- 
tunity. You may therefore be aſ- 
ſur d that it muſt be ſomething very 
extraordinary that can exempt you 
from the frequent Trouble of my 
Letters. But had I as much Senſe 
and good Language as I ought to 
Have, to deſerve ſo much of yours; 
yet 1 ſhould never be able duly to 
1. 3.1 ,- 
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acknowledge the Kindneſs of your 
laſt Letter, which has oblig'd me, 
as my Lord- of ORRERVY ſays the 
King did his People by the Act of 


Oblivion, both in the Manner and 
the Action too. But my beſt way to 
expreſs my Gratitude for all your 


Favours, is to confeſs them as much 
above it, as your Method of con- 
ferring them exceeds that of all o- 


ther Men; and that: all your Ac- 


tions are ſo generous, and accom- 
pany d with ſuch obliging Circum- 
ſtances, that they are no more to 
be requited than forgotten. Your 
Deſcription of the Queen's Entrance 
is as lively, as that ſeems to have 
been glorious. . In return of your 
-Presbyterian News, I will tell you 
that laſt Sunday Mr. BAGSHAW held 
à Conventicle in my Lord ANGLE- 
'8&Y's Lodgings, where the Saints 
brought Tickets for their Entrance 
as they do at the Play-houſe; but 
the Guards were ſent with Orders to 
diſperſe them, and bring the 1 
23 forth 
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forth before the Mayor, as alſo to 
take the Names of the Congregation; 
however, this hinder'd not many of 
them from meeting to the ſame pur- 
poſe in the Afternoon: Some Farce, 
they ſay, was us'd at the Stable-Door, 
which my Lord ANGLEsEy reſented, 
and deſird to know, if his Horſes 
were Non-conformiſts : How he will 
farther digeſt this Pill, is not yet 
known. 1 am now almoſt certain 
that I ſhall not be ſo happy as to 
ſee you at London this Winter, for 
I ſhall ſcarce reach home before the 
depth of it. As ſoon as a day is 
fix'd for my going hence, you ſhall 
have notice of it. LUcas1a, PHI- 
LASTER, and all the reſt of your 
Friends here are much your humble 
Servants, but none of them in an 
equal Degree to, Cc. 


Dublin, Sept. 
. Aen., ( 
Or1N DA, 


L. E T- 
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1 Could not let ſlip this Opportu- 
nity of falutingPoLIAaRCHUs with- 
out putting him to any greater Ex- 
pence. to receive it, than all that in 
my whole Life I am ever like to 
pay him is worth. And I ſhould 
in good earneſt be much out of 
countenance to give you ſo frequent 
Occaſions of paying for nothing, 
did not your Commands and Ac- 
ceptance encourage and- juſtify that 
Preſumption. I have ever thought 
you excellent ger I had any Know- 
ledge of you, but not ſo much on 
account of any other of your di- 
ſtinguiſhing Qualities, as for the No- 
bleneſs and Generoſity of your Tem- 
er: A Virtue hard to be found, 
and but little practis d in this mer- 
cenary Age. Wit, Learning, and 
E 4. Parts 
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Parts may attend a ſneaking, nay, 
4 diſhoneſt Heart; but Goodneſs of 
Nature, Candour of Mind, and Ge- 
neroſity of Temper, are God-like 
Qualities, and claim an univerfal 
Veneration. Theſe are the Virtues 
that incline you to afford me your 
Correſpondence, and to take in good 
part ſuch wretched Sctibbles as theſe. 
I admire Nature for nothing more 
than for blending together in one 
and the ſame Perſon, a mild, 

nerous,” and brave Temper of Soul ; 
a Favour ſhe never yet beſtow'd on 
any with greater Profuſion than on 
your ſelf: But I muſt ſtifle and ſup- 
preſs my own Thoughts on this Sub- 
zeR; leſt I ſhould offend the Good- 
neſs I ſo much revere. We have 
a new Play-houſe here, which in my 
Opinion is much finer than DA vH 
NAN T's; but the Scenes are not yet 
made. I faw there Veſterday Vit 
without Money, which as far as 1 
can judge was indifferently wellae- 
— My Lord Roscouo is a very 
3 1 in- 
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ingenious Perſon, of excellent na- 
tural Parts, and certainly the moſt 
hopeful young Nobleman in 1re- 
land. He has paraphras'd a Pſalm 
admirably well, and the Scene of 
Care ' ſelve Beate in Paſtor Fido 
very finely; in many places much 


better than Sir RICHARD FANSHAW. 
He begins it thus, 


| Dear 52 Groves, and you the 
dark Retreat 


O falent Horrour, Reſts eternal 


Seat! &c. 


This laſt he n NN out 


of Compliment to me, having heard 
me ſay, twas the beſt Scene in the 
Italian, and the worſt in the Eng- 


liſb: He was but two Hours about 


it, having certainly as caſy and fluent 
a Vein as ever I obſcrv'd or heard 
of,. and which 'tis great pity he does 
not improve by Practice. ARTABAN 
Will ſoon bring you my Tranſlation 


of Pour, which I fear will not | fn 


Me bo 


| 


6 


K TABAN 
mſlation 
will not 
be 
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be deem'd worthy to breathe in a 

place where ſo many of the greateſt 
Wits have fo long clubb'd for ano- 
ther of the ſame Play. I long to 
know your Opinion of it, which I 
am ſure you will give me with all 
the Freedom and Sincerity of true 
Friendſhip, wherein you will oblige 
beyond Expreſſion, Cc. 


"DP EE eee eee 
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I ET TEIA XVIII. 


X ARTABAN, who ſet fail 
2 yeſterday for England, I in- 


Fform'd you what had prevented me 


from troubling you with my uſual 
Importunities for a whole fortnight 
together, which is a longer Vaca- 
tion than I have ſuffer'd you to enjoy 
ſince I ſaw you, or than you are ever 
hike to have again, if I have my Health 
and Wits about me ; for I muſt ſurely 
be ſtrangely diſturb d before I can 
omit a Corxeſpondence- ſo entirely 
to my own; adwantage. I give you 
Thanks for the News your laſt Let- 


ter brought me, though there was 


more in it than I was pleasd with 
knowing. But T have been ſo ac- 


cuſtom d to the Viciſſitudes of For- 


tune in a private Condition, that I 
Cannot wonder there are Revolutions 


in 


fail 
in- 
d me 
uſual 
night 
Vaca- 
enjoy 
c ever 
Jealth 
ſurely 
I can 
atirely 
e you 
uſt Let- 


re Was 
4 with 
ſo ac- 
of For- 
that 1 
lutions 

in 
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in the publick too. I hope, how- 
ever, thoſe that have already hap- 
pen'd will put a period to the Turn 
of the Wheel, and fix it for ever, 
ſince what you ſcem to apprehend 
is far more terrible than what you 
relate. The News that pleasd me 
Was, that you and my dear RosAN IA 
are well. I received a Letter from 
her too, wherein ſhe acknowledges 
the Fayour you did her, and expreſſes 
her great Eſteem for you. Yow may 
both be aſlur'd, that yon cannot 
ſpeak nor think of Orinpa with 
more Juſtice, than when you con- 
clude her to be a ſincere Friend to 
you both. I dare anſwer the fame 
for LUCAsSIA too, and that we can- 
not be oftner in your Thoughts, 
than you are in ours. But let me 
not forget to return you Thanks for 
the Temple of Death, which I read 
again and again with. vatt Delight, 
and then ſent it to my Lord On 
RERY, from whom I have receiv d 
a thouſand Thanks for it; and in- 
257 E 2 ; dced 
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dced 'twas the only account upon 
which I could receive Acknowledg- 
ments from him without bluſhing. 
Iam now buſy in putting in ANTE- 
NoR's Claim, as an Adventurer in 
my Father's Right here in Ireland: 
When this is done, I ſhall haſten for 
' Males, whither my Inclination as 
well as Duty calls upon me to be 

| going. You may be ſure I ſhall be 
4 ſuffer d to go hence in the rougheſt 
1 Seaſon; for my Company | is ſo lit- 
| | tle engaging, that to ſtay in any place 
half ſo long as I have done here, 
would tire the greateſt Patience, that 
had not Goodneſs enough toimpute 
it to the Kindneſs of my Intentions. 
LUCASIA is, I believe, in the Con- 
dition you mentioned ; but I am 
ſo uſeleſs a Friend, and ſhe has fo 
many others, who are more con- 
ſiderable, that my Abſence will be 
the leaſt of her Troubles. I have 
not yet told you that ARTABAN 
brings you all Pork, except one 
IO which his hurry would not 
Per- 
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permit him to tarry for ; but I have 
now ſent it to him, that he may 
tranſcribe it for you, the reſt of the 
Play being written in his hand. I 
long to hear your Opinion of it, for 
I fear that I have murther'd him more 
barbarouſly here, than AchiLLEõs did. 
in Egyyt; and that my Lord ORRE- 
RY's Commands to me, have prov'd 
no leſs fatal to him, than the Or- 
ders that PTOLEMY gave to that 
Aſſaſſin. But having already writ- 
ten a long Letter to you concern- 
ing that Affair, Iwill conclude this 
with asking Pardon for all the Trou- 
ble you receive from, Cc. 


Dublin, Oob. 22 1662. 


"Fr 
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eee Deere en 
rn 


Moſt honour d $1 R, 


HOU GH the Poſt hath deli- 
vered you from ſeveral Im- 
portunitics of mine by his negli- 
gence, yet you cannot eſcape them 
till you grow as angry with my 
Writing, as you appear'd to be at 
my Silence; for I take all Con- 
veniencys of giving you ſuch trou- 
bles as this, till I be reſtor'd to a 
Power of doing it more by my 
Company, which I wiſh more than 
ever I did any Remoyal in my Life, 
that I may have the Happineſs of 
your moſt cxcellent Converſation, 
which I ſwear I think at once a 
Court and an Academy; and to 
have all in it, that can cither oblige, 
or improve me: But I may wiſh it, 
and rave ont, but cannot hope it 
Ee” this 
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this Winter, for the Reaſons I have 
already told you; and all my Ex- 
pectation of it in the Spring, de- 
pends on the Encouragement ANTE- 
NOR {hall receive from you, and 
the reſt of our Fricnds there, that 
my Journey may be prudent for 
him to allow of, in the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of his Fortune. The 


Trojan once undertook to find out 


ſomewhat that might be a pro- 
bable Foundation for Endeavours of 
fach a nature; but in his laſt to 
me, he gives me little hopes of any 
likely Diſcovery, but he promiſes 
to continue his Enquiries; and in 
that, I know you will adviſe him, 
and conſult with him before he 
comes down, what is beſt to be 
done in it, that if any thing can 
be found to that effect, (as I muſt 
needs hope, ſince that alone muſt 
bring me nearer RosAN IA and Po- 
LIARCHUS) you may impart your 
deſires of ANTENOR's laying hold 


of it, to be communicated to him 


E 4 by 


| 
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by the Trojan. 1 think, I need 


make no Profeſſions, that Advan- 


tages of Fortune were never the Ob- 
jects of my Deſire, and that I could 
as contendedly wear out my Life 
among Books and Shades' as the 
graveſt Philoſopher, if I had not 
an Inclination more powerful to the 
Company of my Friends ; and the 
making myſelf better by hearing 
their excellent Diſcourſes, and ſee- 
ing their worthy Actions; and there- 
fore you will eaſily believe me, that, 
except only the inward Satisfaction 
of being uſeful to ANTENOR's Af - 


fairs, (which is one of the greateſt 


Comforts in the World) I pro- 
pound to myſelf no other content by 
or; e than the Society of 
Perſons ſo juſtly dear to me; and 


that is enough to ſatisfy all the Am- 


bition of ſuch a Heart as mine, which 
never could ſee any thing elſe de- 
firable in this World. 1 promis d 
you in my laſt to give you ſome of 
my Thoughts of the new POMPEY, 


* (as 
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(as much as 1 have ſeen of it) and 
I do it the more freely, becauſe 
you know me too well to accule, 
me of any Envy to Perſons ſo much 
above itand me; and you loye me too 
well, to diſcloſe my Impertinencys 
in this or any other kind, to any 
Eye but your own. I muſt then tell 
you, that Mr. WaLLeR's own Act 
is not free in my poor Opinion 
from juſt Exceptions. The word 
Roman Blade ſhocks me very much, 
his frequent double Rhymes in an 
heroic Poem, his calling Pomety 
a Conſul, when that was not in 
the Original, or the Hiſtory, both 
the Conſuls being with him at 
Pharſalia; Pharſalian Kites for 
tes Vautours de Pharſale ; I can- 
not reliſh his engliſhing de dernier 
preuve de leur Amitie, their new 
Friendſhip, and many Additions and 
Omiſhons of the Author's Senſe. 
Then in the ſecond and fourth Ads, 
(which are all I have) unleſs the 
Parts acted were much reform'd 

E'$ from 


/ 
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from this Copy, there are as many 
Faults as ever I ſaw in a good Poem; 
Which, were I near you, I could much 


better ask your opinion of: only 
let me now inquire what you think 


of theſe Words, 


Ne me partes donc plus de Tage 

de Gange, 

Je connoy ma portee, & ne prends 
point de Change. 


Which they have Engliſh'd thus 3 


Talk not to me of Tagus, nor of 
Ganges, 

1 now my Right, and care not for 
your Changes, 


And the calling Jun, Scirio and 
Pomrty's Sons, (for a Rhyme too) 
daring Sprights, making CLEO A- 
TRA fay the court C &SAR, and add- 
ing ten or twelve Lines of "Rome's 
becoming a Monarchy ; for which, 


as there is no 8 in Cok- 
NEILLE, 


S ES BY + Yer * ˙˙ RL 
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NEILLE, ſo I ſee not how it would 
have been proper for her to ſay at 
that time, when CAR had juſt 
refuſed a Crown, being pique d hon- 
neur, not to be thought Rome's. 
Sovereign, tho he was her Maſter. 
I think, a Tranſlation ought not to- 
be uſed as Muſicians do a Ground, 
with all theLiberty of Deſcant, bur 
as Painters when they copy 5 and 
the Rule that I underſtood of Trant- 
lations, till theſe Gentlemen in- 
form'd me better, was to vrite to 
CORNEILLE's Senſe, as it is to be ſup- 
pos d CORNEILLE would have done, 
if he had been an Engliſhman not 
confin'd to his Lines, nor his Num- 
bers, {unleſs we can do it happily 
but always to his Meaning; or tò- 
ſay all, to tranſlate as the Temple 
of Death is tranſlated, where the 
Original appears in its own true 
undisfigured Proportion, and yet 
beaurify'd with all the Riches of an- 
other Tongue. But after all this, 
let me aſſure you, that hat! _ 


1 _ 
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ſaid of theſe Gentlemens Tranſla- 


tion, is to engage you to tell me 


your Opinion, rather than to ſpeak 
mine; which yet is, that all together 
it is an excellent Piece, and done 
with great Spirit, and great Happi- 
neſs; and -whoſoever ſhall attack 
it, muſt ſhew themſelves either very 
envious, or idle: The former I diſ- 
claim, but the latter I muſt own; 


and yet with this Belief, that the 


Poets will always have infinite ad- 


| vantage of whoever ſhall undertake 


to be the Criticks. Since you ſee 
me write ſo impertinently for want 
of a Subject, I pray give me one, 
by which my Enquirys of you 
may enrich my Underſtanding ; for 
I never deſire Greatneſs in any thing 
but that, and your Favour to, 


_ 26. 

S I R, 
Tour moſt faithful Friend, 
x | an humble-Servant, 


rr is moſt OR IN DA. 
-* faithfully yours. | 


La I 
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I know you have ſeen the Conk- 
Family, and I deſire an account of 
it from you. I hope you will like 
them ſo well, that I ſhall not need 
to beg your continuing that Ac- 
quaintance ; and am ſo ſure of their 
and your Generoſity to me, that I 
ſhall be ſometimes mention'd dans 
les entretiens | VOUS en aurex, 
till I can be ſo happy to ſhare them 
a more dclightful way. 

RoSANIA hath ſome things of 
concern to me, to impart to you. 
I have not heard from LUcas1a theſe 
ſix Weeks, which I. impute rather 
to the Wind's Cruelty than hers, for 
my own Quict, as well as her Ho- 
nour. This comes by a private 
Hand, which I chuſe both for ſafety 
and ſpeed, till you get the Poſt re- 
formed. 

RosAN IA would fain have you 
her -Neighbour in Northampton- 
ſbire, by marrying a handſome rich 
Widow there, and a Couſin of 
LuCASIA's; ſhe will tell you more 

; of 


— 
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of it: And really, Sir, I cannot 
approve the Auſterity of your Re- 
ſolutions againſt it, if a conve- 
nient Fortune, and agrecable Per- 
ſon may be had Morc ot this 
next time. 


10t- 


Ne- 
ve- 
ex- 


luis 
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„LETTER * 


1 


1 Have not heard 9 * you theſe 
three Weeks, but am apt to flat- 
ter my ſelf that you have written, 
and that your Letters are waiting for 
a Wind, as we believe the London 
Packets have done for ſome time; 
for we have heard nothing from 
England theſe ten Days and more, 
which is a great Affliction to me; 
for I am very impatient to know 
whether you have receiv'd what 1 
fent you by ARrTABAN, with the 
true reaſon why it dar'd to preſent 
itſelf to you in fo ill a Dreſs. But 1 


have had ſo many Inſtances of your 


unmerited Goodneſs towards me, 


that Ideſpair not of finding it con- 


tinu'd to all my Productions; for E 
look on you to be more a Friend to 
me, than DAvip was to JONATHAN, 

and 


ss LETTERS frow 
and am convinc'd will love my Mx- 
PHIBOSHETH, tho*he be lame, and 


under a Cloud: I mean, you will 


pardon the moſt imperfect Labours 
of your Friend, and either correct 


or conceal their Faults. Sir Ni- 


CHOLAS ARMOURER is ſtill here; 
and leſt he ſhould ſtand too much 
on the Diſtance of a Grandfather, 
and be ſcrupulous to give you an 
account how he ſpends his time, 
I will do it for him, and tell you, 


that he paſſes it in the Day agree- 


ably enough; but becauſe a dole- 
ful Bell-man us'd to diſturb his Sleep 
in the Night, and: throw him into- 
fome melancholy. Contemplations 
of Eternity, he has thought fir to 
reform that Grievance, and has 
made a more profitable Admoni- 
tion for that Night-walker to thun- 
der in his Maſter's Ears as he goes 
his nightly Rounds. _ Part of it is 
as follows: 


Learn 
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Learn betimes your Days to 
number, 

And ſpend not all your time at 
Ombre. 

Fly Pandars, Swearers, Traitors, 
Whores, 

Spadillios, Mallillio's, Matta- 


dores. 

Shun Sin in Word, and Deed, 
and Thought, 

And evry Morning pay your 
Groat : 


Waſte not in vain the cryſtal 
Day, 

But gather your R oe. bude while 
n May. 


With a great deal more of the 
like reverend Extravagancy, which 
he and the ingenious Doctor PETT 
have contriv'd for the ſame purpoſe. 
This is to convince you, that tho' 
Spiders are not converſant in IJre- 


land, the Muſes are better- natur d, 


and that there are Poets here beſides 
N my 
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my Lord ORRERy. I could ſend you 
too a jolly Ballad of my own, but 
1 have not time now, nor indeed 
Cruelty enough to be eternally tor- 
menting you ; eſpecially till I have 
heard your Thoughts of PoMPEr, 
where I deſire you, if you think 
fit, to change the two laſt Lines of 


PHoTINUsS's Speech in the ſecond 
Act for theſe: 


. Boaſts are but Air, but he reven- 


es beſt 


"That. atts his brover TOE; 
and talks the leaft. . 


But this and all the reſt of | it is. 
_ Intirely ſubmitted to your Judg- 
ment. And had you been ncar me, 
my Lord ORRERY ſhould not have 
feen one Line of it, before it had 
paſs'd your File; for till then I 
can entertain none but diſtruſtful 
Thoughts of it. There are, tho 
much againſt my Will, more Co- 
_ * it abroad than I could have 


imagin'd ; 
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imagin'd ; but the Dutcheſs of On- 
MOND would not be refus d one, 
and ſhe and PHILASTER have per- 
mitted ſeveral Perſons to take Co- 
pies from theirs. However, I diſ- 
claim them all till I ſee the Cor- 
rections you have made, which I 
beg of you to ſend me by the firſt 
Opportunity, that I may, before 1 
go hence, correct the other Copies 
by yours. I yet reſolve to be go- 
ing before Chriſtmas, tho the Wea- 
ther here be continually tempeſtu- 
ous: I have now no longer any 
pretence of Buſineſs to detain me, 
and a Storm muſt not keep me from 
ANTENOR and my Duty, leſt J raiſe 
a greater within. But oh! that 
there were no Tempeſts but thofe of 
the Sea for me to ſuffer in parting 
with my dear LUCASIa ! A thou- 
ſand times a Day I call to mind 
this excellent Couplet; 


5 . 
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0 qu'il oft doux 4 aimer, fi len 

-  armeroit toujours; 

Mais helas! il ny a point. de- 
ternelles Amours. 


But I will no longer trouble you 
with theſe melancholy Thoughts: 
Be pleas d only to believe, that 
wherever I am, in the midſt of 
all my Enjoyments, and all my 

Afflictions, PoLIARchus may be 
aſſur d of having a moſt faithful, 
"4 uſeleſs and undeſerving Friend, 
© 


* 
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on | JN yours of the 22d of laſt Month, 
_ which I recciv'd the 28th, I found 
hat ſo many things, that I muſt not call 
of Truths, and dare not think barcly 
my Complements, that I am at a loſs 
be how to underftand them aright : For 
ful, tho'\none has a greater Deference 
nd, for your Judgment in other things, 


yet when the Competition comes to 

be betwixt that and your Friendſhip 

and Kindneſs for me, you muſt give 

D As me leave to believe the firſt of them 
12 252 to be a little blinded by the latter; 
and therefore I will ſay, you read 
the two firſt Acts of Poux with 
ſo favourable a Prepoſſeſſion, as 
would not give you leave to form 
a right Judgment of them. But by 
this time you have gone thro the 
whole Tranſlation ; and if you have 
4 ; not 
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not diſcover d in it too many Errors 


for any Correction to redreſs, you 
will much oblige. me to conſidet᷑ it 
with more Severity of the Critick, 
and let it receive the laſt finiſhing 
Strokes from your excellent Pen; 
that it may be a tolerable Offering 
to be laid at the Feet of that great 


Perſon for whom I deſign'd it: And 


therefore, ſince you have encourag d 
me to believe that an Addreſs to 


her might be pardon d, I have taken 


the Aſſurance to obey you in w iting 
one of a few Lines only, not daring 
to rob her of her time by any length 
of reading Beſides, I am ſo ccr- 
tain of your Good-will towards me, 
that I cannot doubt, but when you 
preſent it to her, you will ſay much 
mote in my behalf than I have ei- 
ther Courage or Skill to ſay for my 
* This I deſire 1 to believe, 

at when you ſhall ſpeak, of the 
Veneration 1 have fe be Royal 
Highteſ, von can ſcarce.cxceed the 
A ; For the Boynd RET UREA 


1 


Onanna to PoltaRcnus gf 
Ambition aſpire no higher, than to 
be able to give her one Moment's 
Entertainment. But if this Trifle 
be at all preſented, the ſooner, I 
think, the better: For in ſpight of 
all I could do to prevent it, ſo many 
Copies are already abroad, that the 
particular Reſpect intended to the 
Dutcheſs, will be loſt by a little DE 
lay. Beſides, the other Tranſlati 
done by ſo many eminent Hand Hande 
will otherwiſe appear firſt, and throw 
this into everlaſting Obſcurity ; um 
leſs it get as much the ſtart of that 
in Time, as it comes behind it in 
Merit. But I refer it wholly to you; 
and will now change my Subject, 
and tell you, that We have Plays 
here in the neweſt Mode, and not 
ill a&et; only the other Day, when 
OTHELLo was play'd, the Dock of 
VENICE and all his Senators came 
upon the Stagetith-Feathers in their 
Hats, which was fike to have chang d 
the Tragedy into a Comedy, but 
thatz the Mook and DESDEMONA 
. acted 


gs LETTERS from 

acted their Parts well. Judge then 
of the Humour I was in, by what 
happen'd once to your ſelf, when 
we ſaw the Maid s Tragedy toge- 
ther. I am moſt glad that you ob- 
lige ROSANIA with your Viſits, who, 
J aſſure you, is very ſenſible of that 
Favour, and ſets a high Value on 
your Friendſhip. I ſent her a Copy 
of POMPEY, which, if ſhe receive it, 
before you have preſented one to 
the Dutcheſs, I deſire none may 
ſee but herſelf. I have other things 
to write, but want time at preſent 
to ſay more, but that I am and will 
be all my Life with the greateſt 
Sincerity, Oc. 


becemb. Iz, 1662. 
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HO yours of the ſecond In- 

ſtant found me neither at an 
Ambaſſador's Entry, nor at a Con- 
ſecration Feaſt, yet it gave me more 
Content than the former can take in 
his Character, or the latter in his 
Dignity. I am oblig'd to you for 
examining Pomety with ſo much 
Care, as to have found one Fault, 
though I believe you might till find 
many: I had it once in my — 
to tell you, that I was loth to 
the Word Effort, but not having 


Language enough to find any other 
Rhyme without loſing all the Spirit 
and Force of the next Line, and 
knowing that it has been naturaliz d 
at leaſt theſe twelve Years ;- beſides, 
| lt ib" Was not us d in that place in 
| F the 
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the French, I ventur'd to let it paſs: 


But I know ou arc. better. able to 
correct that Paſſage than my ſelf, and 
I hope you will yet do it. Iam not 


a little troubled that ARTABAN has 


yet brought you but +wo Acts; for 
at this rate when is it likely to be 


preſented tothe Dutcheſs > I 
ther it never ſhould, than that ſhe 


ſhould hear it is gotten into other 
Hands before, which I much fear 
The will. Had ] ſuſpected that he 
would have been fo flow a Frans 
ſeriber, I would have fent you an 
intire Copy from hence, well enough 
ſcribbled over for you. to correct; 
and then you might have gotten it 
fairly written for her Highneſs... 
haye ſcat to preſs him to be as exper 
ditious as poſlible, and pray do you 


give him noReſt till he has perform'd 


his Task. My Lady RoscoMon. ic 
turns you her Acknowledgments; fox 
the Cypher. She is indeed a Perlgy 


of ſo great Merit, and ſo extremely 


kind to me, that Lam lure; 70 Will 
me 9 not 
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not repent of having ſo much oblig d 
her. She is pleas d to lay aſide all 
the diftance betwixt us, and uſes 
me as a moſt particular and intimate 
Friend: Befides, the has ſo much 


good Humour join d to her other 
Accompliſhments, that I ſhould be 
very ſtupid, did J not embrace the 

pinefs of her Friendſhip with 
the utmoſt Satisfaction. But fiow 1 
am boaſting of a Friend, I fear you 
will give me no cauſe to do ſo of 
yon, if after all your Obligements 
you conccal your Amour from a Per- 
fon ſo intereficd as myſelf in all that 
concerns you. I can hear in ſeve- 
tal Places ot a Servant to a Lady who 
has 300@Ppundsa Veat, and 1 could 
tell you his Name too, if I thought 
you were a Stranger to it: If ſhe be 
excellently good, I wiſh you had 
her ; if not, I cannot, tho' ſhe had 
three Millions. I beg of you to be 
free with me,,. and-make me your 
Confident ; pethaps my Friendſhip 
may ſtand you in ſome other ſtead 
—— "' £2 than 
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than hitherto it has done : But were 
I as little able to ſerve you in this, 
as in any other Affair, would it be 
no Eaſe to you, to give a ſhare in 
the Knowledge of your Concerns to 
2 Perſon who you know will be ſo 
ready to ſerve you in any thing, and 
keep your Counſel with fo much 
Faithfulneſs? Our Lover here, the 
Doctor, is ſtill rack'd with Delays, 
bur flatters himſelf with Amends for 
all, if he could prevail withthe Mo- 
ther to be once in a good humour. 
My going hence continues uncertain, 
becauſe my Buſineſs here is ſtill fo 
too. LUCas1a falutes you with her 
very humble Service, and be pleas d 
to accept. the like ä Sc. 


11 Dec. 1662. VET 
ORINDA. 
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LETTER XXII 


Elicye me, POLIARCHvs, I writ 
B the Letter to the Dutcheſs in 
roſe, neither out? of Lazineſs nor 
Diſreſpet, but merely becauſe” I 
thought it would have look'd more 


pedantick and affected to have ad- 


dreſs d myſelf t6 her in Verſe; I ve- 


rily believe I could more eaſily have 
pleasd myſelf with what I ſhould 
have ſaid in Rhyme, but I thought 
Proſe would ſavour leſs of Oftenta- 
tion : Beſides, having fo lately writ- 
ten to her in Verſe on a like occa- 
ſion, I ſtrictly enjoin'd myſelf to 
write in Proſe now, and that too 
by the Advice of all my Friends here; 
who, I hope, were not miſtaken in 
their Opinions, and that the man- 
ner of my Application to her High- 
neſs will not be miſunderſtood, nor 
121 taken 
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taken amiſs. However, I have ſo 
great aDeterence for yonr Judgment, 
that had you ſcnt me word you ut- 
terly diſapproy'd my accoſting her 
in Proſe, I would have attempted 
ſomething or other in Verſe to have 
ſeat you by this Poſt 3 but your not 
having wholly condemn'd my having 
made my Addreſs in Proſe, has pre- 
vented me. I am overjoy d that you 
aſſure me with all the Sincerity of a 
Friend, that you can endure the rea- 
ding of my Tranſlation, and that 
you believe it will paſs the Teſt with 
others as well as yourſelf, "Tis now 
about to be expos d to all the Criticks 
of ALGIER, and what will become 
of it I know not, unleſs you will 
pleaſe to be its Champion, and per- 
ſuade her Royal Highneſs to favour 
it with her Protection; and then I 
need not fear the Severity of all that 
have had a hand in the other Tranſla- 
tion, nor of the united Forces of all 
their Party, or whoever elſe will 
_ their Skill i in a my in- 
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nocent and well-meaning Perfor- 
mance, I confeſs I am ſomewhat 
unquiet till I hear how her Royal 
Highneſs: receives the Boldneſy of 
my addrefling it to her, and there- 
fore deſire to know my doom in that 
particular by the firſt opportunity ; 
and at the ſame time to have a more 
full account of your own Concerns, 
wherein none, unleſs you have a 
Miſtreſs that underſtands her own 
Happineſs, and intends yours, cari 
take more part than myſelf. Itook 
the freedom in my laſt to ask yon 
whether the Report of your Amour 
be groundleſs or not; in which, 
when you have more Leiſure, you 


will, I hope, reſolve me. Iwiſha 


ſhort Letter pleas'd you as little as it 
does me; for then I ſhould now be 


-reveng d on you for your laſt, 
en 27, 1662. 
N F 4 LE T- 
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CET T ER XIV. 


OUR laſt Letter, moſt gene- 
rous POLIARCHUS, gave me 
ſeveral Emotions of Mind while I 
was reading it ; for at firſt I verily 


believed you as arrant a Lover as e- 
ver you were, till you undeceivd me 
- afterwards, and gave me juſt reaſons 


to acquit you of the Unkindneſs I 
laid to your charge, in refuſing to 


make me your Confident. I heard 


from ſeveral Perſons that you were 
carry ing on an Amour, and JI could 


tell you the Lady's Name too ; but 


ſince thexe is nothing in it, twill be 


'beſt to ſay no more of it; only that I 


deſire Heaven to direct you either 
in the Change or Continuance of 
your Condition, as may be moſt 
conducive to your Happineſs; and 
requeſt you, not to refuſe me ſuch a 


ſhare 
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ſhare in your Friendſhip, as may en- 


title me to the Knowledge of all that 


concerns you; and to be aſſur'd be- 
ſides, that tho' I can never deſerve 
that Confidence, nor aſſiſt you in 
any thing, yet I can be as truly 
touch d, and bear as great a part in 
all your good or ill Fortune, as any 
Perſon in the World; which, you 
know, is not the moſt inconſidera- 
ble uſe that can be made of a Friend. 
And ſhould it ever miraculouſly fall 
in my power to ſerve you or any of 
yours, I ſhould do it with greater 
Satisfaction than ever I took in recei- 
ving any of your Favours, except 
only the Promiſe of your Friendſhip; 
which I prefer to the greateſt Con- 
tentments I can propoſe to myſelf 
on this ſide the Grave. And now, 
Sir, let me return you my Acknow- 
ledgments for all the Trouble you 
have given yourſelf about POMPEY : 
The Theft you committed is ſo much 
forgiven by LUCASIA, that ſhe thanks 
you for it; and ſays, ſhe is glad you 
+ wot F 5 met 
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met with that Copy for her High- 
nels, as ſhe is vex'd that ARTABAN 
ſhould ſerve us as he did : She is cer- 
tain, and ſo am I too, that RoSANIA 
will be of her mind. I humbly 
thank you for preſenting it to the 
Dutcheſs, which you muſt needs have 
done in a favourable manner and 
lucky Minute, otherwiſe it could 
never have been ſo acceptable as you 
tell me it was. I ſhould be extreme- 
ly glad to hear that fhe continues to 
have the ſame Opinion of it when 
the has read it through; for I cannot 
but be apprehenſive that her ſtrict 


Jadgment will diſcover many Errors, 


which your Kindneſs prevented you 
from obſerving. Let her Thoughts 
of it be never ſo ſevere, I hope you 
will not diſguiſe them from me: But 


you have drawn upon her one Trou- 


ble more, for I was fo puff d up with 
the Honour of her Protection, that 
Fhave ventar'd to lengthen the Play 
by adding Songs in the [Intervals of 


cach * Which and flatter me here 
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are not amiſs : And indeed, if I may 
be allow'd to ſay any thing of my 
own Compoſitions, I do think them 
not infetior to any thing I ever writ. 
If you happen to like them, I am 
confident the Dutcheſs will do ſo 
too; and therefore I will ſend them 
you by thenext Poſt (for I have nor 
time to tranſcribe them now) that 
you may lay them at her Royal High- 
neſs's Feet. Lhave, I fear, done ill 
to raiſe your Expectation by com- 
mending them myſelf, but you know 
that all I write aims at no higher an 
Ambition than to receive the laſt 
Correction from your Hand; ſo that 
whatever my Thoughts of them are, 
I ſubmit them wholly to your better 


Judgment, either to correct them, it 


you think they deſerve it, or other- 
wiſe to ſuppreſs them for ever. I 
am promis d to have them all fet by 


the greateſt Maſters in ENGLAND; 


but Iſhonld be more proud to have 


one Aſſurance from Pol IAR cis, 
chat he likes them, than to have 
a them 
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them compos'd by WILL. Lawes, 
were he ſtill alive, and ſang by Mrs. 
KN1IcnhT. PHILASTER has already 
ſet one of them very agreeably, and 
abundance of People are learning it : 
But I willgive you no more trouble 
concerning them till next Poſt, for I 
muſt now thank you extremely -for 


altering the Word Effort; had I 


thought on the Turn you have given 
that Expreſſion, you may be ſure I 
would have us'd no other : I hope 
you have corrected it in her High- 
neſs's Copy. As for the words Hea- 
ven and Power, I am of your opi- 


nion too, eſpecially as to the latter; 


for the other may, I think, be ſome- 
times ſo plac'd, as not to offend the 
Ear, when it is us d in two Syllables. 
I long to hear what becomes of the 
other Tranſlation of Pour ET, and 
what Opinion the Town and Court 
have of it; I have laid out ſeveral 
ways to get a Copy, but cannot yet 
procure one, except only of the firſt 
Act that was done by Mr. Se = 

ir 


LE VS WT * * 1 . p vg wy _ w= 


* „ . Vwy S&T 0 


OMD to Pol TAS. tog 


Sir EDWARD FILMORE did one, Sir 


CHARLES SEDLEY another, and my 
Lord BUcKHURST another; but who 
the fifth, I cannot learn, pray inform 
yourſelf as ſoon as you can, and let 
me know it. ANTENOR's Affair 
that I mention's to you formerly, 
and not the Charms of this Place, 
detains me here ſtill ; bur indeed ne- 
ver any body Found mote Civility, 
Kindneſs and Reſpe& from all man- 
ner of Perſons, eſpecially of the high- 
eſt Quality, than I do in this Coun- 
try: Ibelieve no Stranger was ever 
ſo well received among them before. 


I can add no more, but the needleſs 


Repetition of aſſuring you that I will 
be, as long as e Ce. | 


N 10, 1667 


ORIN PDA. 
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FG EG CODY 
LETTER XXV. 


Ia you laſt Poſt, and now 
keep my Word, that I would 
ſend you the inclos d Songs, that I 
made for the Intervals of the Ads 
of PoMPEY 5 and if all who have 
ſeen them here do not flatter me vc- 
ry much, I may ſend them you with 
leſs, Confuſion than ever I could yet 
any thing of the like nature. But 1 
have ſo conſtant a Diſtruſt of my 
own Performances, and ſo much 
Reaſon for it, that I ſhould not dare 
todefre you 0 preſent them to the 
Dutcheſs, did I not know you to be 
ſo much my Friend as to ſuppreſs the 
Errors that are paſt your Correction; 
but what you can make pardonable 
in them, be pleas d to offer to her 
Highneſs, as a Production of her 
n Fayour, and a Tribute for it. 
The 
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The firſt Song you will find to be 
brisk, and made on purpoſe for ſuch 
an Air, which indeed PHILASTEN 
has given it to all the Advantages 
that Muſick, when apply'd by a skil- 
ful Hand, can give to the meaneſt 
Words. Almoſt all that can ſing 
here have learnt it already, and I am 
ſo ſure it will pleaſe you, that if you 
will, I will ſend it you in Notes: 
Mean while, if all your Intereſt and 
Eloquence can gain Acccptance, pray 
procure it from her Highneſs for this 


new Trifle I preſume to ſend her: 


I writ to you laſt time to know how 
ſhe likes POMPEY after reading, and 
what Judgment the Town makes of 
the other Tranſlation, all which I 
would fain hear; but much rather 
of your Health and Continuance to 
own ORI1NDA as your Friend, which 
I have not done above this Fort- 


night. I wiſh the Ryſia Ambaſſa- 


dor and his Furs in the remoteſt part 
of his own Country, for he has hin- 
ared me of many a Letter from 

you, 
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you, and ſhorten'd the few I have 
had ; but you will, I hope, in a 
Hrtle- time be more at leiſure to 
think of, Cc. 


Jan. 74. 1667 


ORINPDA. 
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1 Have received yours of the tenth 
® Inſtant,” and thank you for the 
Aſſurance it brings of the Conti- 
nuance of your Concern for me, 
who can no ways deſerve ſo great 
a Happineſs, but by the ineſtima- 
ble Value I fet upon it; but is it 
under colour of this that you pre- 
tend to talk to me at the rate you 
do both of my Verſe and Proſe? 
Or is it your cunning to make me 
conceal the firſt from you, and 
forbear giving you the trouble of 
the laſt ? For theſe would be the 
Effects of this Uſage, did not my 
great Eſteem for POLIARCHUSs out- 
weigh all my Reſentments for any 
Injuries he can throw upon me. 
The Friendſhip that you profeſs and 
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F expect, ought to engage you to 
lay aſide the Courticr, and tell me 
frankly your real Thoughts: of m 
weak Performances. I freely for- 
give what is paſt, but on condi- 
tion that I may prevail with you 
to baniſh all Flattery for the fu- 
ture. I ſent you the Songs I made 
for Pour, and cannot indeed 
expect that you ſhould be as bat- 
barouſly ſevere to thoſe unworthy 
Productions as an Alperrmme, becauſe 
You were the. pair 2 of my da- 
ring to trouble the Wotld with any 
thing more on that Subject, by the 
Encouragement I receivd from you 
of the Dutche(s's Approbation, the 
- Biſhop of WonkcxsrEn's, and Mr. 
Rosx's, but eſpecially of your own; 
for Which reaſon you are bound ei- 
ther to ſuppreſs or ſupport and pro 
tect them, like a true Knight Ex- 
rant, againſt all the Pirates yo 
wor of. I am ſure I have cauſe to 
viſh I had never made any of them 
| 15 I think they have been the chief 
ca- 
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reaſon that has made my Lori 
ORRERY reſolve to have Pourer 


ated here, which, notwithſtanding 


all my Intreaties to the contrary, 
he is going on with, and has ad- 
vancd a hundred Pounds towards 
the Expence of buying Reman: and 
Egyptian Habits. All the other 
Perſons of Quality here are alſo ve 
ry earneſt to bring it upon the 
Stage, and ſeem reſolv'd to endure 
the Penance of ſeeing it play'd on 
Tueſday come ſevennight, which 


day is appointed for the firſt time 


of acting it, My Lord Roscomon 
has made a Prologue for it, and 
Sir EDWARD DERING an Epilogue: 
Several other Hands have likewiſe 
oblig'd me with both Prologues and 
Epilogues; but thoſe I firſt mens 
tion'd will be only repeated; ' for 
they are the beſt writ that ever 1 
read any thing of that kind. You 
ſhall have them by the next Poſt; 


The Songs are ſet by ſeveral Hands; 


the firſt and fifth admirably _ 
1 Y 
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by PHIEASTER, the third by Doc- 
tor PRT T; one LE GRAND a French- 
man, belonging to the Dutcheſs of 
On Mop, has, by her Order, ſet 
the fourth; and a Frenchman of my 
Lord ORRERY's the ſecond; fo that 
all is ready, and poor I condemn'd 
to be expos d, unleſs ſome Acci- 
dent, which I heartily with, bur 
cannot foreſce, kindly intervene to 
my Relief. Had not the Duke 
himſelf, and all the conſiderable 
Perſons here haſten'd.its being ated, 
I. might have had hopes of pre- 
venting it, or-at leaſt have delay'd 
it till I was gone hence; butthere 
was no reſiſting the Stream, and 
ſo it muſt cen take its Fortune. 
But I fear I have tird you almoſt 
as much with entertaining you con- 
tinually about .it, as they will be 
with the Repreſentation of the Play: 
But I have fome Deſign in being 
thus tedious on this Subject, and 
mean thereby to revenge myſelf of 
you, by convincing you how much 
| you 
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you were a Courtier in commen- 
ding my Proſe ; yet I profeſs to 


you I am not ſo in declaring my- 
ſelf, Cc. 


Jan. 31.1665. 
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EETIER XXVII. 


Have not heard "Wi: you this 

Month, which Misfortune I im- 
pute rather to the Croſſneſs of the 
Winds, than the Unkindneſs of your 
Silence; for 'tis the Unluckineſs 
of this place never to have our Let- 
ters regularly from England, for | 
three Poſts together. By my Lady {| 
TYRREL, Who took'{hipping laſt 
Friday for Cheſter, L. — ſent 
you a Packet o printed Pouykrs to 
diſpoſe of as you think fit. Be | 
pleas'd to get one bound and preſent 
it to the Dutcheſs; and if you think 
the King would allow ſuch a Trifle 
a Place in his Cloſet, let him have 
another : but before you part. with 
any, pray mend theſe two Lines, 


cz. Scenc 2. if 
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IF Heawen, x which p ; perſecate 


_ Had Maar wy Power e tomy 
| Will. 


My Objeſtion 1 10 7 is; ks 
Words Heauen and Power are usd 
as two Syllables each; but to find 
fault with them is much eaſter to me, 
than to eoxreftthem, I would Gan 
bars made uſe of your: Conteftiany 
and thrown away the word Hart, 
but my Lord ORRERY: would ab- 
ſolutely have it coruinu d; and fo it 
is, to pleaſe his Humour, tho againſt 
my Will and: Judgment to. You 
will, find the Prologue in print nch 
improu d face /t was ſoar oni im wr 
ting; and indeed I am proud th 
aer Judgment concurr d 
migean the Approbation of that 
pol, the Epilogue. I have had many 
Letters and Copies of Verſes ſent me, 
ſome from my Acquaintance, and 
ſome from Strangers, to compliment 
me 
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me upon POMPEY, which, were I ca- 
pable of Vanity, would even ſurfeit 
me with it; for they are fo fall of 
Flattery, that I have not the Confi- 
dence to ſend them to you. One 
of them, who pretends to be a Wo- 
man, writes very well, but Icannot 
imagine who the Author is, nor by 
any Inquiry I can make, have hither- 
to been able to diſcover. 1 intend 


to keep that Copy by me, to ſhew it 


' you when next we meet, which 1 
heattily wiſh may be ſoon, it being 
one of the greareft Felicities I propoſe 
to myfelf in this World, and which 
I vill endeavour to compaſs once be- 
fore I die with all the Contrivance 
and 8 | am capable of, being 
2 e er the World beſides, 

c. ifs 1 dia Al! 
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LETTER XXVII. 


1 Hope I need not tell you that I 
ſet ſuch a Value on every Ex- 
preſſion in your laſt Letter, that not 
one Syllable of it is thrown away 
upon me; nor that all the great Ob- 
ligations you have heap'd on me are 
leſs binding than the Friendſhip with 
which they were conferr'd. I cannot 
therefore but thank. you from the 
bottom of my Heart for continuing 
a Correſpondence, which I prize, a= 
bove all things, and which gives mc 
the greateſt Satisfaction. I hope I 


| ſhall never out- live the Loſs of that 


Advantage ; and that your Goodneſs, 
which I have never mcrited, but will 
always ſtudy to deſerve, will ſtill keep 
me alive in your Thoughts. Accept 
my Thanks likewiſe for the favour- 
able Return you have obtained for 

G mc 
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me from her Royal Highneſs. I wiſh 
J could have ſent you more Copies 
oof PoMPeEy, but there being in all 
but five hundred printed, I could 
not get as many as I had occaſion 
to diſpoſe of. Mr. HERRINGMAN 
has written to me to give him leave 
to reprint it at London, and I have 
order d my Brother Pa1L1es to treat 


with him about it. But I muſt beg 


the Favour of you to correct it be- 
fore it gocs to the Preſs; particu- 
larly the two Lines I writ to you of 
laſt Poſt, and thoſe where the word 
Effort was us d, which I deſire may 
be alter'd as you once advis d. And 


unleſs you will take the trouble upon 


you of correcting the Proofs, I am 
ſure it will be as falſe printed as 
was my Copy of Verſes to the Queen. 
J would beg lcave publickly to ad- 
dreſs it to the Dutchets, but that I 


muſt then put my Name to it, which 


I can never reſolve to do; for I ſhall 
ſcarce ever pardon myſelf the Con- 
fidencc of having permitted it to-ſce 

| =. 
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the Light at all, tho it was purely in 
my own Defence that I did; for 
had I not furniſh'd a true Copy, it 
had been printed from one that was 
very falſe and imperfect. But ſhould 
I once own it publickly, I think I 
ſhould never be able to ſhew my 


Face again; and thus her Highneſs 


will be freed from the trouble of 
protecting a Trifle, which indeed 
had never been expos'd at all, but by 
her Approbation, which was my ſole 
Encouragement to let it firſt be ſeen 
by thoſe, who even compell'd me 
to ſuffer it to be ated and then print- 
cd. I hear Mr. TUKE's Play is in the 
Prefs, and am in great Impatience to 
ſee it. I humbly thank you for the 
Books you ſent me. HUDIBRAS is 
an excellent Droll, and in my Life 
I never read any thing ſo naturally 
and ſo knowingly Burleſque. Le 
nuove Guare de Diſperati relates a 
very handſome Intrigue; but I am 
not yet perfect enough in the Italian 
to diſcover all the Beauties of Co- 

G 2 TESTI'S 
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TESTI'Ss Poems, which I ſcarcely for- 
give myſelf for, having had the Ad- 
vantage of ſo good a Maſter as your 
ſelf. Pray inſtruct me what I muſt do 
to underſtand perfectly the Italian 
Poetry, which is my carneſt Ambi- 
tion, and ſhall be my obſtinate En- 
deavour; for what I comprehend of 
it-is ſo pleaſant, that I cannot have 
any patience when I am at a loſs for 
the meaning, which indeed .I am 
very often. I have lately read a Play 
call d Filli di Scrro, which pleaſes me 
extremely; and I ſhould think my 
Jelf very happy, if I underſtood 
Tasso, and the other Pocts, as well 
as I do that Paſtoral. I brought 
the CORTEGGIANO with me into 
Treland, and find it the beſt Com- 
pany Jever met with, but PoLIAR- 
CHUS, who is himſelf all and more 
than is there deſcrib'd. I make no 
queſtion but RosAN IA and you 
meet often at Church, and am very 
Happy in Friends that make only 
ſuch Aſſignations: Tho I cannot par- 

take 
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take of the excellent Sermons, yet 
by converſing with you two, I am 
fure of having them repeated to 
me in your Lives, I hope to hear 
from you once more before L go 
hence, tho' I am haſtening to be 
gone as faſt as I can. But you ſhall 
have an account of all my Motions, 
and Reſolves, and know where you 
may make me happy with your Let- 
ters, which will ever be moſt wel- 
come to, Cc. 


April 15. 1663. 


ORIN DA. 
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ELLE LELLS 
L ST TER Xa 


IVE me leave, Sir, to tell you 
what I know you have heard 

from ANTENOR already, that he in- 
treats you to accept of an Election to 
be Burgeſs for the Town of Cardi- 
gan, which he would not mention 
to you till twas paſt, becauſe he 
was reſoly'd not to expoſe you to a 
Repulſe; nor had you ever been 
nam'd, but that he found himſelf a- 
ble to carry it for you againſt all the 
World. You are choſen upon the 
Poll by 118 Votes, all of them al- 
low'd by our Antagoniſts themſelves 
to have right to cleft. If any of the 
other Party ſhould endeavour to inſi- 
nuate that they quictly ſubmitted to 
it, merely out of reſpect to you, pray 
let them know, that you are ſuffici- 
ently inform d, they did all they could 
I to 
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to oppoſe you, and that it was car- 
ry d purely by ANTENOR's ſingle In- 
tereſt. I hope all thoſe who were the 
greateſt Sticklers againſt him will 
now be convinc'd, that after all their 
Contrivances to aſperſe his Perſon, . 
and baffle the Election, he is not 
yet the deſpicable thing in his own. 
Country that they would repreſent 
him to be. He hopes you will not de- 
ſpiſe this little Inſtance, ſince tis all 
his Misfortuncs have left him capa- 
ble to give, of his Eſteem and Gra- 
titude to you; for whom I am cer- 
tain he has as profound a Reſpect 
and Vencration as for any Man liv- 
ing. I know you are not fond of be- 
ing a Parliament-Man z yet ſince you 
are elected, ſo much without your 
ſeeking, that Iam ſure it was not ſo 
much as thought of by you; and ſince 
it was. intended as a Teſtimony of 
the eternal Value and Friendſhip that 
ANTENOR and ORINDA muſt ever 
have for the noble PoLIARcHus, I 
hope he will not be angry to be ſent. 

G 4 into 
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into the Houſe without his own Con- 
ſent or Knowledge, The truth is, 
ANTENOR and myſelf always intend- 
ed it, but were not willing to tell you 
ſo, till we ſaw what Forces our E- 
nemies were like to muſter up againſt 
us; and had they been likely to have 
been too powertul for ANTENOR to 
cope with, your Name had never 
been mention'd : But when he ſaw 
the Affections of the Town fo una- 
nimous for him, he recommended 
you to them as a Perſon fit to be 
their Repreſentative in Parliament; 
and, as I am inform'd by ſome who 
heard him, made a very handſome 
Speech in the face of the Country, 
and declar d himſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner as became à Gentleman, who 
neither could fear his Enemies, nor 
abandon his Country's Service. Since 
you have this Relation to a place 
here our little Fortune and Intereſt 
lies, I hope it will be a new Tie to 
our Friendſhip, and that ANTENOR 
will by this means have ſometimes 

th the 
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the Honour of hearing from you, 
which I know he will value as from 
the Man whoſe Acquaintance he moſt 
covets. And if any happy Providence 
make an Overture for our coming 
near you, he may then contract that 
Intimacy with you, which next to' 
my own Happineſs in your Conver- 
ſation, which is now become abſo- 
lutely necctiary to the Satisfaction of 
my Life, is one of my moſt aſpiring 
Wiſhes in this World. But now you 
are a Mcmber of Parliament, woe 
be to you for Letters; for if poſſi- 
ble, I will increaſe that Perſecution, 
ſince you will have but half the In- 
convenience of them to excuſe, I 
mean, the Trouble, not the Charge: 
And to ſay truth, I have mightily 
conlider'd thoſe two: Points, have I 
not? RoSANIA.was not ſo good as 
her word, in letting me hear from. 
her by the Poſt you told me I ſhould, 
and pray tell her I am ſcarce in Cha- 
rity with her, for being ſo very a 
Recrcant, as never to be conſtant in 
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maintaining a Correſpondence, on 
which ſhe knows I ſet ſo high a Va- 
lue. You ſee, dear POLIARCHUS, 
that when I am writing to you, I 
never know when to leave off: Iam 
ſure I have tir'd you with this Scrib- 
ble, which asks your Patience only 
till it has told you that no-body in 

all the World is more TT your 
Friend than, Oc. 


— 


April 18. 1663. 
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um 

> | 4 Should take it unkindly of any 

ly | one but PoLIARchus, that could 

In beſtow ſo many unfriendly Compli- 

ur ments on ANTENOR, for his doing 
him a Civility ſo far ſhort of the 
Obligations he owes him, that Iam - 
confident he will think himſelf very 
happy to be aſſur d, that you can for- 
give his having ſurpriz d you in pro- 
curing you to be elected, without 


your on Privity, and that you would 
take in good part the Intentions he 
had in giving you that Earneſt of his 
ſincere and hearty Reſpects. But I 
have ſaid ſo much on that Subject 
in my laſt, that twill be needleſs to 
repeat it in this. Lam now on my 
Departure from hence, and haſtening 

to my Deſart; and indeed tis high. - 

q | time I were there: Nothing but my 

| Friendſhip for Lucas1a, and the 
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- ſoliciting a, ſmall Affair ANTENOR 
has here, could have prevail'd with 
me to have been abſent ſo long. I 
hope now to be going in a few days ; 
but till I have given you notice of the 
time, I deſire you not to alter the 
Addreſs of your Letters; which, 

Wherever I am, I would not fail to 
reccive for more than I will tell you. 
I grant that if my Intereſt had been 

as prevalent with CALANTHE, as AN- 
TENOR's prov'd at Cardigan, you 
had poſleſs'd, and I had till enjoy'd, 
what Fortune now denics to both of 
ns. I am ſure 1 had as good a Pre- 
tence to the former, as AN TENOR, 
With all his Zeal to ſerve that Town, N 
had to the latter; but we are always \ 
deny'd what we carneſtly covet, and 
allow'd what we leſs value. Me- 

thinks, as we much reſemble each o- 
ther in our Loſſes, ſo we differ not 
much in our ſupporting them. I 
know with how much Dithculty you 
have cndeayour'd to ſubmit to this 
cruel Blow of Providence, and you 

are 
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are not ignorant how hard a Task 
it till is to me to reſign myſelf to it. 
But I muſt overcome this Tendernefs 
of Soul that renders me ſo uneaſy ; 
and if Reaſon will not do me that 
Office, Time and Neceſſity muſt. 
I have usd all the Arts that Diver- 
fion could afford me, to divide and 
cure a Paſſion that has met with ſo 
ill a Return, and am not a little ob- 
lig d to my Lady CorKk's Family for 
aſſiſting me in that Intention: But 
oh! I begin already to dread what 
will become of me, when! return 
home, and am reſtor'd to the ſight 
of thoſe Places, where I have been fo 
often bleſt with the Enjoyment of a 
Converſation in which I took fo 
much Delight, and is now for ever 
The Melancholy 
that reſults from theſe Reflections, 
is, I believe, next to the Happineſs 
of converſing with you and Rosa- 
NIA, the chief reaſon that makes 
me wiſh that any Star would be ſo 
kind as to furniſh me with an occa- 
ſion 
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fion of being nearer to both of you. 
without doing any thing to obtain 
that Felicity, that might tender me 
unworthy of it; I mean, by being 
prejudicial to ANTENOR's Affairs. 
My Lady Conk ſays ſhe will have 
me in London, and in order to that 
will, when ſhe comes up, conſult. 
with you about the Methods to bring 
it to paſs. You may be ſure I will 


contribute all that lies in my power 


towards the making myſelf thus hap- 
Py. But write not one word either 
of this, or any thing that concerns 
CALANTHE, except in Italian. As 
for the reprinting of PoMY ET, I 
leave it wholly to you to do what 


you will in it; be pleas d only to 


correct it where it moſt needs. I am 
told I was miſtaken in giving Acho- 
REUS the Quality of CLEOPATRA's 
Gentleman-Ulſher, he being an Egyp- 
tian Prieſt. If it be an Error, the 
French led me into it, by calling him 
Ecuyer de la Reine, and therefore I 
beton d that Title on him in the 

Names. 
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Names of the Perſons repreſented. 


After the third Act I have usd an 


Expreſſion which I take to be im- 
proper; Recitative Air: I deſire it 


may be made Necitative Muſick : 


And as to the reſt, let all the Cor- 
rections in the Copy I (ent to your 
ſelf be obſerv d. I hope you will 
not make me undergo ſo great a 
Penance, as your ſilence another 
fortnight would be ; for not to hear 
conſtantly from you is no ſmall Un- 
eaſineſs to, &c. 


May 2.1663. 


ORIN PDA. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXXI. 


1 Am ſorry Sir FRaxncis LLoyp 
mtends to conteſt your Election: 
Sure tis a Fate upon us, that what- 
ever we deſign for your Service, 
ſhould turn to your Trouble and 
Vexation. But I dare aſſure you 
that ANTENOR has been ſo careful 
in his Management of that Affair, 
as not to give the contrary Party. 
the leaſt pretence of Cavil and Diſ- 
pute: For beſides that he knew 
they waited only for ſuch an oc- 
caſion, he has too great a Value 
for POLIARCHUSs, to expoſe him to 
appear in publick on an indirect 
Account, or in a Cauſe in which 
there was the leaft Appearance he 
ſhould be baffled. Believe, there- 
fore, that your Election is as free 
from all juſt Exceptions, as it was 
far 
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far from your Expectations; and 
that you are not a Perſon whom we 
would engage in a Conteſt, were 
there not all the Right in the World 
on your ſide to bring you off. AN- 
TENOR allow'd all the Perfons to 
vote whom they pretended had a 
Right to do ſo, many of which he 
might juſtly have excepted againſt, 
only to convince them that the ut- 
moſt of their Strength was inſuffi- 
cient to cope with his Intereſt, and 
to prevent all After-Diſputes. But 
as Sir FRANCIS has deceiv'd me in 
the Opinion I had, that he would not 
have the Confidence to conteſt the 
Election; ſo I doubt not but he will 
be diſappointed himſelf in thinking 
to ſet it aſide. And now to the reſt 
of your obliging Letter. I think 
that ſince you intend to preſent a 
Pour to the King, you are in 
the right to deſign thar Copy for 
him that was intended for the. 
Dutcheſs, and to get another rea- 


dy for her as ſoon as poſſible; 


but 
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but why need my Advice be ask'd 
in this matter? ſure POLIARCHUS 
is not now to be told that he may 
diſpoſe of any thing belongs to 
ORINDA without theſe Formalities. 
I intend to fend you by the firſt Op- 
portunity a Miſcellancous Collec- 
tion of Poems, printed here; a- 
mong which, to fill up the number 
of his Sheets, and as a Foil to the 
others, the Printer has thought fit, 
tho' without my Conſent or Privity, 
to publiſh two or three Poems of 
mine, that had been ſtolen from me; 
but the others are not worth your 
. You ſhall likewiſe have at 
| the — time all the Prologues 
and Epilogues that were ſent me for 
Pour, and all the complemen- 
ting Verſes Ireceivd on that Trant- 
lation; together with a Prologue 
{poken the other day to a Play that 
was acted before my Lord Licute- 
nant, in which the Poct has taken 
occaſion to flatter me on account 
of PoMPEy. I thank you for the 
r Care 
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Care you take to make me perfect in 
a Language that 1 am fo fond of, for 
his ſake who firſt encourag'd me to 
learn it, and gave me the firſt Rudi- 
ments of it. But above all your 
Kindneſſes, I am moſt obligd to 
you for the friendly Deſire you ex- 
preſs in every Letter of ſeeing me in 
London. In return be pleas'd to be 
aſſur' d, that the chiefeſt Motive to 
induce me to wiſh my ſelf there, 


is the Opportunity it would give 


me of your Converſation : And I 
think you know me well cnough 
to believe, tho I covet that Hap» 
pineſs ever fo much, yet Iknow my 
{elf unworthy of ſo great a Bleſſing, 
or indeed unfit for any thing but 
to converſe with the Rocks and 
Mountains, where Fate has allotted 
me my Abode: however, I ſhall 
moſt gladly contribute all I can to 
procure myſelf ſo unſpeakable an 
Advantage. If Friends ſo dear to me 
as my Lady Cork, RosSAan1a and 
POLIARCHUS, are pleas d to think it 

worth 
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worth their while to be troubled 
with my dull Company, I will flat- 
ter my ' ſelf that when they next 
meet, they will eaſily contrive ſome 
way to bring me among them, that 
may not. be prejudicial to ANTE- 
NoR's Affairs, nor thwart my wil- 
ling Compliance with his Fortunes. 
But I will ſay no more of this till 
my Lady Cokk comes up, and then 
I hope you three will meet in a 
Committee to conſult about it, and 
let me know your Reſolves. Mean 
while, I deſire you to confer with 
the Trojan on this Subject, to whom 
Fhave written concerning it, and in- 
treated him to impart to you my 
whole Thoughts of this matter, of 
which,whenever you write any thing 
to me, let it be in Italian. We have 
no News here, and if we had, how 
could you expect it, who never ſent 
me any ? I have many things to 
au, which it will be more proper 
for me to write after Jam come 
bome. When 1 have wound up 
| my 
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my little Affairs here, ſo as to be 
able to give AN TENOR a good ac- 
count of my long ſtay in this Coun- 
try, I will ſet fail for Milford, 
which, I hope, will be in a ſhort 
time; but as ſoon as a Day is fix d 
for my Departure hence, you ſhall 
not fail to know it: Mean while 
I am and ever will be, Cc. 


May 15. 1663. 


ORIN DA 
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LETTER NXXXIL 


VEterday your Letter of the fix- 
tcenth Inftant came to my 
Hands, and gave me (what any of 
yours very ſeldom do) ſome trou- 
ble, to hear that you were a litrle 
diſcourag'd about the Election; and 
becauſe there was ſome Appearance 
that it might be queſtion'd, you 
were unwilling to aflert your Right. 
I beg of you not to be diſhearten'd, 
but believe that ANTENOR would 
have quictly yielded up the Election 
to Sir FRANCIS LLoyp, and have 
given him to boot all he has in the 
World, rather than have expos'd 
you to a Diſappointment : And had 
he not been before- hand morally 
aſſur'd of his Intereſt, he would ne- 
ver have propos d you for a Candi- 
date. I hope, therefore, that ſince 

you 


—< 


On pA r POLIARCHUS. 143 
you are fairly choſen by a great 


Majority of ſuch as have an un- 


doubted Right to elect, you will 
not quietly give up the Cudgels, 
eſpecially knowing yourſelf to have 
ſo. great an Intereſt in the Houſe, 
as gives you not the leaſt room to 
ſuſpect that you can have any foul 
Play. offer'd you there. I thank 
you for preſenting PoMeEY to his 
Ma7esTY, and for the favourable 
Account you give me of his Royal 
Goodneſs for that Trifle, I con- 
ſent to whatever you think fit to 
do about printing it, but conjure 
you by all our mutual Friendſhip, 
not to put my Name to it, nay, 
not ſo much as the leaſt mark or 
hint whereby the Publick may gueſs 
from whence it came; for could 1 


have prevyail'd with my ſelf ſo far 


as to have made my Name publick 


in print, I would have begg'd the 


Dutcheſs's Leave to have laid it at 
her Feet in a Dedication :- But ſince 
that is not to be done without a 

Name 


- 


1 
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Name ſubſcrib'd, I have taken the 
Reſolution rather to ſeem rude in 


her Opinion, than ſo confident both 


in hers and the World's, as to ima- 
gine that any thing I could produce 
were worthy her Acceptance and 
ProteQtion, or the Notice or Regard 
of the Publick. But I remember to 
have ſeen ſome French Books, with- 
out any formal Dedication, where 
there was in the Title Page, Dedie 
à Madame la Princeſſe, & c. or the 


like; why may we not do ſo too, 


and ſay for Example, in the Title- 
Page of Pop, Humbly dedicated 
to her Royal Highneſs the Dutcheſs 
of YORK, and no more? If you 
think this be proper, let it be ſo; 
for I am in a great ſtreight between 
the Deſire I have to appear intirely 
devoted to the Dutcheſs, and not to 
appear at all in my true Colours to 
the World. I leave it intirely to 
you, and if you reſolve on this, you 
need not preſent her that Copy 
which Mrs. BLACKWELL brings, but 

onc 
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one from the Preſs at London. I 


think it needleſs to print the Pre- 
face that was printed here, but in- 
ſtead of it let the Bookſeller ſay 
ſomething in relation to his reprint- 
ing it. I ſhall be going for Wales 
as ſoon as a Trial I have in the 
Court of Claims here is over: Tis 
ſet down for the tenth of next 
Month, and then nothing but a 
contrary Wind ſhall detain me a 
Moment. Mean while I ſhall con- 
tinue to give you notice of all my 
Motions, there being no Man in 
the World with whom I would 
more willingly hold a Correſpon- 
dence with all the Freedom of 
Friendſhip than with the moſt ge- 
nerous POLIARCHUS, whoſe Eſteem 
and Good-will ſhall ever be che- 
riſn d in the higheſt degree by, &c. 


23d May. 


ORINDA. 
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ASSES, 2358 8888775 


LETTER XIII 


1 Am glad to be aſlar'd by-g ours 
of the twentieth of May, which 
1 recciv'd by the laſt Poſt, that you 
have ſo juſt an Opinion of ANTE- 
Nok's and OkIN DAS Reſpects for 
you, as to believe it impofſible for 
them to expoſe you to a diſputable 
Election. I cannot yet think that 
Sir FR Anc1s LLorp will venture to 
conteſt it with you before a Com- 
mittee, where you are ſo well 
known, that he cannot expect that 
his Intereſt ſhould prevail over 
the Juſtice of your Cauſe, and 
where his Craft and Confidence will 
not in the leaſt avail him. I am in- 
deed accuſtom'd to ſtrange and un- 
expected Revolutions, and begin 
to think nothing wonderful; but 


| — not be able to reſtrain my 


Amazc- 
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Amazement, if ſo much Falſhood 
ſhould get the better of the Truth. 
I lay this Affair of yours fo deeply 
to heart, that I know not any thing 
that depends on my future Fortune, 
for the Event whereof I am ſo much 
concern'd, as for your getting the 
Victory over your Antaganiſt ; and 
this you will allow to be no ſmall 
Mark of my Eſteem for you, ſince 
on Tueſday ſeven · night I am to have 
two Trials for all ANTENOR's Con- 
cerns in Ireland. I am glad you 
are ſo well pleas'd with the Songs; 
the fifth of them, which is one of 
thoſe that PHILASTER compos'd, he 
recommends to you as his particular 
Favourite : The Compoſition is. be- 
tween Necitatiue and Hir, and hu- 
mours the Variety of it ſo well, that 
all here are extremely taken with it; 
particularly my Lady Coxx, who 
ſings very well, and is as good a 
Judge of vocal Muſick as the beſt 


of them. The Adventures of fue 
Hours was ſnatch'd from me for 


H 2 Mr. 
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Mr. OciLBy, to have it ated here, 
almoſt, before I had read it over. If 
the ſecond Part of HupIBRaAs be e- 
qual to the firſt, nothing can be e- 
qual to it; but I fear no PEGasus 
is able to hold out ſo long in ſuch 
a ſtrain. I amvex'd you meet with 
ſo much Trouble about the printing 
of Pour, certainly it was con- 
cciv'd in an angry Hour; the Play- 
ers fell out about it here, and 
ſo, it ſeems, the Printers do at 
London : If Crook will reprint it, 
he ought to give me ſome Copies z 
if he will not, why ſhould he quar- 
rel with one that will? The beſt 
on't is, between 'cm both it may 
perhaps be never made more pub- 
lick than it is: I am ſure it had 
been more to my Advantage had it 
never been printed, than the ſelling 
it will be to either of them: But if 
it be condemn'd to undergo the 
Preſs once more, pray take into 
conſideration what I writ to you 
lately, concerning the manner of a 

Dedica- 


* 
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Dedication. Sir EDWARD DERING 
has deſired me to ask your opinion 
concerning theſe two Lines in the 
laſt Scene of the Play : 


T know I gain another Diadem, 
For hk none can be blam 'd but 
Heav'n and him. 


His Objection is, that Vim is ſcarce 
Grammar; he ſays it ſhould be He: 
I am not Critick enough to reſolve 
this Doubt, and therefore leave it 
wholly to your Determination. T 
hear the Confederate Tranſlators in- 
tend to have theirs ſhortly ated, of 
which I wouldifain- know the Truth. 
Mr. WALLER has aſſurd me, that 
he is ſo far from reſenting my ha- 
ving undertaken that Tranſlation, 
that if the Act done by him ever 
come upon the Stage, he will bor- 
row ſome of my Lines to mix with. 
his own. A Complement I can ne- 
ver deſerve, but becoming his great 
Cy, and which I would ac- 

H 3 know- 
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knowledge if I knew how. But I 
am more at a loſs how I ſhall ever 
make you amends for all the Trou- 
bles you receive from, &c. 


June 3. 1663. 


ORINDA 
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dee eg Bead e gg. 
LETTER XXXIV. 


Have choſen this Reſtraint of 
Paper to confine me to a ſhort 
Letter, which I ſometimes promile. 
you and feldom perform; but muſt 
now be as good as my Word, being 18 
a Woman of great Affairs and in 4 
mighty haſte: I have receiv'd your | 
kind Lettcr, tho' not timely enough 1 
to the tenth of June, yet before the = 
abſolute Determination of my Buſt- | 
neſs; for by the great Goodneſs of 9 
the Commiſſioners we had a farther f 
Day allow d us, that we might ſay all 4 
we could for our Pretenſions at Law, F | | 
| 


and what will yet become of it I 

know not, but own I am a little | 

doubtful of the Succeſs, becauſe the 4 

Caſe is indeed a little perplex d and pi 

intricate : If you have a mind to be 11 

troubled with the whole Detail of it, 4 
| H. 4 the 
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the Trojan to whom Ihave written it 
Will tell it you, and ſave both of 
us the Trouble, you of reading, and 
me of writing a tcdious Narrative 
here: Only this I cannot forbear, 


that I have got one of the Cauſes . 


already, and the other is undeter- 
min'd, and this way, to be argu'd 
at Law; and if we ſhould come by 
the worſt on't, my Comfort is, 'tis 
but for the Thirds of a {mall Eſtate 
for an old Woman's Life. Sir AL. 
LEN BRODERICK came to me on the 
Reccipt of yours, with great Profeſ- 
ſions of Service, which I believe him 
ready to make good as far as Juſtice 
and Honour will permit, and more 
I will never deſire of him or any 
Man living. I muſt now tell you a 
pleaſant Adventure of your Grand- 
father, who having manfully con- 
ducted me into the Court, and of- 
fer d his whole Company to be my 
Affidavit- Men, if I had occaſion fot 
them, no ſooner laid Eyes on my 
Adverſary, who is indeed a pretty 

Woman, 
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Woman, than he was ſmitten to the 
Heart, and forſook me in the Eyes of 
the whole World, making his Ad- 
dreſſes to her publickly in the Court; 
and to complete all, gallanted her 
home in his Coach, and left me to 
ſhift for myſelf, and get away as F 
could. Judge if he have not taken 
full Revenge for the Rebus I made of 
him. I long to hear your Succeſs at 
the Committee; for tho knowing, 
the Juſtice of your Cauſe I cannot 
much doubt it; yet we muſt be in 
pain for what we moſt wiſh and 
deſire, till we are certain of the.E- 
vent. I have not heard from Mules 
theſe three Wecks, whence I conjec- 
ture that ANTENOR is gone to Lon 
don in order to ſerve you at the Hear - 
ing; if ſo, I hope it will be a means. 
of gaining him your Acquaintance 
more particularly, which is one of 
the greateſt Advantages I can wiſh. 
him. There is a Plot diſcover'd 


here, but what to make of it I know . 


not; and indeed tis ſo unlucky an 
H 5 Age 
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Age for Plots, that even thoſe on 
the Stage cannot thrive: For the 
Players disband apace, and I am a- 
fraid you will ſhortly ſee a Farce, 
or a Puppet-ſhow at London, call'd 
Treland in Ridicule ; wherein all the 
Plays will be repeated, and the Ac- 
tors themſelves ated in Burleſque. 
Then Porr will be ſqueak d out 
in a Tone as lamentable as the Lan- 
guage; and, unleſs you prevent it, 
the very Puppets will take Example 
by the Printers, and fall out among 
themſelves, whether CÆ SAR or 
PTOLEMY ſhall have the beſt Hobby- 
Horſe. But to be ſerious: Since you 
approve the Method I propos d of 
inſcribing it to her Royal Highneſs, | 
I am a little concern'd to have it 
reprinted ; it can ſcarce be more ex- 
posd than it has been already, and 
I would have it ſo, more to the pur- 
poſe; and therefore if CRook does 
not intend to reprint it, I know not 
what Right he can pretend to hin- 
der HERRINGMAN, whom, I think, 
1 I you 
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you may ſafely warrant in the print 
ing it, if he be willing to purſue his 


firſt Intentions. My Lady Rosco- 


MON, is gone into the Country, and 
I know not whether I ſhall ever fee 


her more; but muſt always acknow- 
ledge to have found her one of the 
moſt generous and obliging Perſons 
I ever met with: H I had gain'd 
nothing but her Friendſhip by my 
coming into Ireland, I ſhould not 
think F had loſt my Labour:. By 
this time you fee what the Engliſh: 
of a ſhort Letter is, when I. write 
to POLIARCHUS ; but tho'I cannot 
keep my word in that, I am ſure I 
mall in the Profeſſion I make ed 
por Dy Life, 112 Wes 


2410 
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LETTER XXV. 


| Am overjoy'd to hear of the Vic- 
tory you have gain'd at the Com- 
mittee, tho I could foreſce no leſs 


both from the Equity of your Cauſe, 
and the Intereſt you had to ſupport 


it; but what plcaſes me moſt is, 
that the Proofs were ſo clear, that 
even Mr. VAUGHAN with all his 
Cunning was forc'd to ſecond whom 
he could not reſiſt. I am very glad 
too that ANTENOR was preſent ; 
for though I knew he would ne- 
ver decline any thing that might 
tend to the Service of ſo dear and 
noble a Friend to us as POLIARCHUs, 
yet I was not certain what Impoſ- 
ſibilities he might meet with in that 
Attempt, thro' want of Health, or 
ſomewhat of that nature. Sir 
FRANCIS has now made himſelf as 

ridiculous 
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ridiculous in London, as he is in 
the Country, and done you and AN- 
TENOR all the Right he could have 
ſtudy d to do you. But I have not 
ſo good News to ſend you of my 
Succeſs here, for I have this very 
Day loſt the laſt of my Cauſes, 
which however is of far leſs Impor- 
tance than that in which I got the 
better, it being only for the Dower 
of a Widow of ſeventy Years of 
Age, and the other for the whole 
Eſtate of Inheritance. But what vexes 
me molt is, that I loſt even this Cauſe 
by the Negligence of Perſons e- 
qually concern d; and whoſe Bu- 
ſineſs it was to have taken care to 
get Witneſſes who liv'd in the Coun- 
try. For tho the Commiſſioners 
ſhew'd us all the Favour they could, 
yet for want of Evidence to prove 
the Widow nocent, which they thro 
Covetouſneſs or Careleſſneſs neg- 
lected to do, we were put upon 
this moot Point, whether the Hus- 
band's Guilt debarr'd the gg 

I er 
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der Dower? which was carry'd a- 
gainſt us, becauſe ſhe derives — 
Law, not from her Husband: So 
we muſt be troubled with this old 
* Woman's Thirds during her Life. 
I have ſecur d a Veſſel, and am to 
imbark next Week for Milford, 
where I expect to find ANTENOR, 
with whom hope you will uſe your 
Endeavonrs to facilitate my 
— if you 3 in the 
ſame that you have often ſo 
kimdly' expreſs'd to me ne ths 
ters. Ton muſt contrive ſome plan- 
fable Pretence to make him believe, 
that by being there I might be very 
725. ro hig Aﬀarrs by the means 
of your Fri and by the _ 
. of my ot: Friend. on 
know bow to manage this Matter; 
but if you pleaſe conſult with my 
Brother concerning it, before you 
mention it to my itsband.” Hewill 
__ ou of the Method it will 


mf og to follow. T con- 
2 Are wat, great Earneft- 
neſs 
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s to fe 2 ſee you once more, but that 
7 J "muſt be procur d me by 
amd Conduct, or 
_ at all. Anſwer me to this Par- 
ticular in Italian. This puts me 
in mind of Moroſe, Anſwer. me nut 
but with your Leg. You ſee What 
converſing with you can inſpire. 
This is the firſt pleaſant Imagina- 
tion I have had to-day, tho' the 
Receipt of your Letter brought, me 
more Content, for that made me 
glad, and I am now' but merry. 
Adieu, dear PoLIARCHUs, and be- 
lieve me ever, Oc. 


— OnIiNDA, 


. 
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LETTER XXXVL 


HO lam in a great Hurry and 


Trouble, as you may eaſily 
imagine, being within this Hour to 
go aboard for Milford, yet I could 
not omit the Temptation of this 
Poſt to acquaint you with it; and in- 
treat you to let me hear from you 
by the old Direction to Cardigan, 
with a Conſtancy worthy of your 
generous Friendſhip, and my ineſti- 
mable Value for it. Particularly 
let me have your Anſwer in Italian 
concerning what I writ to you in 
my two laſt Letters, and which J 
have not now time to repeat ; but 
believe you enough underſtand me, 
who am while I have Breath, exc. 


July 15. 


ORINDA. 


LET. 
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ee ce 
LETTER XXXVII. 


1 Take an Opportunity of writing 
to you by a private Hand, be- 
cauſe the Poſt is ſo very unſafe, that 
I fear many of mine, and yours too, 
which are of ten times more Impor- 
tance, have miſcarry'd : but becauſe 
we have no other way to» depend 
on conſtantly, I muſt beg you to 
make ſo effectual a Complaint, as 
may not only produce a greater 
Conveniency and Eaſe to our Cor- 
reſpondence, but be likewiſe a Help 
to the whole Country; for the 
Grievance is now become ſo general, 
that the Grand-Jury at Carmarthen, 
have preſented Mr. ONEALE, - the 
Poſt-Maſter General, for his Miſde- 
meanours in that Office, by which ſe- 
veral tradingPerſons have been almoſt 
ruin d; for their Letters either miſ- 
carrying, 
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carrying, or coming too late to their 
hands, has put them to ſuch ſtreights 
in their Buſmeſs, that they have been 
undone by it. The Perſons who keep 
the Stages on the Roads complain 


they are not paid; if that be true, 


who can blame them for being re- 
miſs in their Duty > If it be ob- 
jected that the Milford Poſt will 
not clear Charges, you may an- 
{wer, that their own Neglect is the 
cauſe of it; for the Country is ſo 
diſcourag'd by the Uncertainty. and. 
Neglectfulneſs of the Poſt, that they 
chuſe rather when they have any 
Buſineſs of Moment, to ſend a Meſ- 
ſenger on purpoſe to London, than 
truſt the Poſt with it; and this has 
been often obſervd to be even a 
more expeditious Method. We had 
rather pay more for our Letters, 
than be us d at the ſcandalous rate 
we now are; and therefore, Sir, 
pray give Mr. ONEALE no reſt, till 
this Abuſe be thoroughly reform'd ; 
and if you find no Redreſs _ 
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him, acquaint the Duke of York 
with it, who I am ſure will not 
ſuffer us to be thus abus'd by his 
Officers, and whoſe Revenue ſuffers 
by it in the main. Pardon this Trou- 
ble on account of the carneſt De- 
fire I have of converſing with you 
with more certainty, while I am 
at ſuch a diſtance from-you, as will 
allow me no other way, which I 
yet hope will not be long; for 
ANTENOR has with great Acknow- 
ledgments of your Kindneſs aſſur d 
me how generouſly you concern d 
your ſelf in his particular Affairs, 
and not only gave him your Ad. 
vice, but promis d your Aſſiſtance 
in procuring him ſo adyantageous a 
Poſt, as might help to diſengage his 
Eftate, and countenance our Journey 
to a Place, which tho' it be my na- 
tive one, is not ſo dear to me on 
that account, as becauſe it will give 
me an Opportunity to converſe with 
fome few worthy Friends, of which 
numbet PoLIaRcHUS may * \ 
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ſur'd he is one of the firſt. I have 
already taken the Freedom to tell 
you, how things ſtand with us in 
relation to our Eſtate, and how juſt 
a Deſire I had to receive no Satiſ- 
faction myſelf, which muſt be pre- 
judicial to my dear ANTENOR ; that 
therefore I could not propoſe to 
myſelf any way to recover the Hap- 
pineſs of your Company, unleſs I 
had a Proſpect at the ſame time of 
doing him ſome Service ; for I ſhould 
never be able to endure: the inward 


Reproach of not having promoted 


his Intereſt to the utmoſt' of my 
Power: His too generous and pub- 
lick Spirit in the Service of his Coun- 
try has been fo deſtructive to his 
Fortune, that he cannot without 
utter Ruin, leave the little Con- 
cern he has here, unleſs he have a 
Proſpect of ſuch Advantages elſe- 
where, as may make amends for 
his Abſence, and help him to get 
rid of his Incumbrances. Since there- 
fore you and our other Friends give 

us 
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us reaſon to believe, that I may 
promote ſuch an End; and ſince 
you are pleas d to promiſe your ge- 
nerous Aſſiſtance, I refer my ſelf 
wholly to you and my Brother PHI- 
LIPS, whom ANTENOR has deſir'd 
to look out for ſomething that might 
deſerve our Endeavours to get it. 
My Lady Corx told me in Dublin, 
that ſhe would not reſt till ſhe had 
got me to London, and would con- 
ſult with you how to bring it about; 
RosANIA too I'm ſure will lend her 
helping hand, and be content to 
be troubled with me; ſo that if you 
three, together with my Brother, 
will conſult of the Meaſures proper 
to be taken in this matter, Im fure 
it may be effected. For you know 
nothing is deſired here but ſuch a 
Propoſal as may reward and coun- 
tenance the Journey, which muſt 
nevertheleſs have your Requeſt to 
colour the undertaking it. ANTENOR 
is brim full of your Goodneſs and 
Friendſhip to him he talks of no- 


thing 
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thing with ſo much Content, and 
I can hear of nothing with more, 
But let me not forget to tell you 
before I conclude, that I have ſeen 
the ſecond and fourth Acts of Po- 
PEY. that was tranſlated by the Wits, 
and have read and conſider d them 
very impartially; the Expreſſions 
are ſome of them great and noble, 
and the Verſes ſmooth z yet there 
is room in ſeveral places for an or- 
dinary Critick to ſhew his Skill. But 
I cannot but be furpriz'd at the great 
Liberty. they have taken in adding, 
omutting and altcring the Original as 
they pleaſc themſelves: This I take 
to- be. a Liberty not pardonable in 
Tranſlators, . and unbecoming the 
Modeſty of that Attempt :. For ſince 
tho different ways of writing ought 
to be obſerv'd with their ſeveral Pro- 
prieties, this way of garbling Au- 
thors is fitter for a Paraphraſe than a 
Tranſlation. ; but having aſſum d ſo 
great a Licence, I wonder their Ver- 
ſes are any where either flat or 


rough, 
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tough, which you will obſerve them 
not ſeldom to be; beſides, theit 
Rhymes are frequently very bad: 
but what chiefly difguſts me, is, that 
the Senſe moſt commonly languiſhes 
through three or four Lines, and 
then ends in the middle of the fifth: 
For lam of opinion, that the Senſe 
ought always to be confin'd to the 
Coupler, otherwiſe the Lines muſt 
needs be ſpiritleſs and dull: I wiſh 
you could procure mie the third and 
fifth Acts, for I long to ſee them, 


eſpecially the third, which I take 


to be the moſt noble and beſt writ- 


ten in the French. Iam impatient - 


likewiſe to hear your Thoughts of 
that Tranſlation. - Lou know me 


as far from Envy, as thoſe Gentle- 


men are above it, and therefore will 
not impute the Freedom I have ta- 
ken in theſe Remarks to that or 
any other Paſſion, but purely to my 
Opinion, and the Liberty I take of 
telling it to ſo intimate a Friend as 
POLIARCHUS ; for after all I really 


think 


*% 


that Play had tir'd the S 
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think the worſt of their Lines equal 
to the beſt in my Tranſlation. If 
pectators as 
much as my Letter has you, they 
would have given it but a cold Re- 
ception; but you, I know, will 
. all the Troubles that you 

ve created to your ſelf, and en- 


courag'd from her that is more than 
any body in the whole World, &c. 


September 17. 1663. 


ORIN PDA. 


LET. 
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LETTER XXXVUL 


I Writ to you ſo much at large by 
a private hand laſt Week, that I 
have little now to add, not having 
heard from you ſince you writ to 
me from Oxford: However, had 1 
nothing to ſay but my humble Re- 
queſt that I may conſtantly hear 
from you, that were Buſineſs cnough 
to create you this Trouble, ſince I 
eſtcem that Happineſs as the greateſt 
Advantage I could procure for my 
ſelf. I hope the Court's Progreſs is 
now ended, and. that this will find 
you fix'd in Town, where you are 
like to be often mortify'd with Im- 
pertinences like this: and when you 
grow weary of them, you muſt tell 
me ſo; for without an abſolute Pro- 
hibition I cannot reſign a Privilege 
you have not only permitted, but 
even 
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- yen commanded me to uſc. My 
Lady TYRREL promis'd to tell you 
ſeveral things of CALANTHE, which 
were not fit to be written; I too 
have many Adventures to relate to 
you, which for the ſame Reaſon 
you cannot know till I ſce you. 
I have heard from RosANn1a ſince 
I did from you: She tells me that 
PoLIARchus and ſhe muſt lay their 
Heads together to contrive . ſome 
way to ſec ORIN DA; but I have 
Written of this ſo fully in my laſt, 
that I will now only add, that 
though ANTENoORs Intereſt and my 
'Delires to ſerve. him be the chicf 
 Inducement ; yet next to that, no- 
thing makes me more covet that 
Happineſs, than becauſe it will en- 
able me to aſſure you, without the 
Aſſiſtance of our Knayiſh Poſt, that 
J am eternally, &c. 


September 25. 1663. a 
' ORINDa. 
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IEEE) 
LETTER XXXIX 


1 Recciv'd one from you without 


a Date, but as your Quibble pro- 


pheſy d, it was deliver'd of its big 
Belly very ſafely: The Letters you 
knew not were from two of my 


Lord of Cox 's Daughters, who by 
me ask your pardon for the Trou- 
ble they gave you of that Convey- 
ance; which I know they will ca- 
ſily obtain, becauſe it was at my 
Requeſt they did it. And now, 
Sir, I muſt return you a thouland 
Acknowledgments for all your Con- 


cern both for myſelf and my ANTE- 
NOR; and aſſure you, there are 
not in- the World two Perſons who 
honour PobIARcHus more than we, 
- or whoſe Hearts are more zealouſly 


inclin'd to his Service. AN TENOR 
had the Commiſſions out according 
12 1 
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to his Deſire, and is even confoun- 
ded with the ſenſe of your Good- 
neſs to him, which, I confeſs, plca- 
ſes me extremely; for valuing you 
ſo much as I do, and being oblig'd 
to you ſo much as I am, what 
ſhould I do, if he did not help me 
to bear the Weight of ſo many Fa- 
yours, which 'tis equally impoſlible 
For me, or bota of us, cither to for- 
get or repay. He remembers well 
what you told him relating to his 
own Concerns, and has mention'd 
it ſeveral times with the higheſt 
Senſe of Gratitude for your Friend- 
hip in thoſe Expreſſions. He is 
now putting his ſhatter d Affairs 
into ſome new Model, in order to 
leave his little All as clear as he 
found it; and I believe it will re- 
quire the beſt part of this Winter 
to reduce his long-negle&ed Buſi- 
neſs into ſuch a Method, as will 
admit his Abſence from hence. His 
late Indiſpoſitions and other Acci- 
dents, that threw him into ſome 
Re- 
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Remiſſneſs of his owrr Concerns, 
have brought them into ſuch a Dit- 
order, as will not caſily be regu- 
lated. Several ſucceſſive Croſſes had 
ſo unhing'd his Care and Induſtry, 
that his Enemies inſulted over him, 
as if his Heart had been quite bro- 
ken, and his Tenants and Servants 
usd him as they pleas d. But I 
thank God, I find him now quite 
another Perſon than when I came 
laſt from London. The good For- 
tune he had to carry the EleQion 
for you, was the firſt time that any 
E of his Relations took notice, that 
he began to reſume his former Heart 
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4 and Reſolution, which he has cver 
4 ſince preſerv'd, by doing all things 

with his wonted Care and Cou- 
4 rage ; ſo that I make no queſtion. 
4 but God has ſome Bleſſings in ſtore 
1 for us, ſince he has been pleas d to 
11 put him again into the Humour | 
n and Capacity of Buſineſs, for which Y 
= 'no Man is more naturally fit than 1 
1 himſelf. I know you will excuſe 


a4 this 
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this familiar Narrative of our pri- 
vate Circumſtances, ſince you can- 
not deſire to be ignorant of the 
Affairs of Perſons, in which your 
own Goodneſs and Generoſity, as 
well as our Gratitude, have inte- 
reſted you ſo much. But the truth 
is, as the Trojan can tell you, I know 
not yet how it will be poſſible for 
ANTENOR ſo to unravel his entan- 
gled and confus'd Concerns, asto be 
able to come to Town this Winter, 
and I ſhould be very unwilling to 
leave him; nor indeed would it 
appear well to the World, if we 
ſhould part ſo ſoon, after having 
been ſo long aſunder. Therefore 
I muſt ſtay till the Spring, and then, 
if his Affairs will not permit him, 
I know he will give me leave to go 
without him, if he can have from 
you, whom he ſo much honours, 
any Invitation and probable Perſua- 
fon that I may do him ſome Ser- 
vice there, that will reward and ex- 
cuſe the Journey. This was the 
F | reaſon 
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reaſon that in my laſt Letter I men- 
tion d a Deſire of having ſome par- 

ticular thing fixd on by the Tro- 

jan ; for you know, that Particulars 

are always more effectual and per- 

ſuaſive than things faid in general, 

and therefore may ſooner induce 

him to permit my attempting them. 

I refer it wholly to you, and deſire 

your opinion of it with your uſual 
Friendſhip and Freedom. I have 

already. aſſur d him of the Genero- 
| ſity and Goodneſs of my Lady 
Cork and RosANIA, and that they 
will be willing to aſſiſt you with 

their Intereſt in our behalf; ſo that 

it muſt be ſomething much more 

difficult than any thing in queſtion, 

that can reſiſt the united Forces of 

you three. But 1 have dwcit fo 

long on this Subject, that I fear I 

| have quite tir & youz yet you may 
| be ſure I would not have done it 
with any other Deſign or greater 
Ambition, than that I might tire 

you yet more with my Converſa- 

14 tion, 
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tion, which nevertheleſs I own to 
be ſo dull and taſtleſs, that you 
might juſtly decline giving your 
Vote, much more your Help, to 
have it again. But when you de- 
ny me either of them, I ſhall ſoon 
loſc the Deſire of coming to Town, 
having nothing more in my Eye by 
that Journey, than to recover the 
Opportunity of converſing with ſo 


excellent a Friend, who in all the 


Conditions and Places wherein I 
can be, may be aſſur d that ORINDA 
is, Cc. 


Octob. 2. 1663. 


L. E T- 
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Have ſince I came from Ireland 
receivd from you in all but five 
Letters, and have written ſix times 
toyou; and yet the Trojan tells me 
you have had but two, and aregrown 
ſo ſtout that you will write no more: 
But pray wherc's the Juſtice of re- 
venging on me the villainous Neg- 
lects of the Poſt > Get but that Gric- 
vance once redreſs'd, and you will 
have no reaſon to complain of my Si- 
lence. Let me beg of you to ſet a- 
bout it in carneſt ; for ſince I am not 
like to ſee you till the Spring, it con- 
cerns me much to have the Poſt re- 
ſtor d to its former certainty. My 
Lady CoRK is now in Town, and I 
deſire you to wait on her, and uſe 
your utmoſt Eloquence to expreſs the 
Senſe J have of the Merits of that no- 
ble Family, and ot᷑ the infinite Obliga- 
4 tions 
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tions they have laid upon me; and 
when you think it proper, give my 
Lady an occaſion of expreſſing her 
ſelf on the Subject I mention'd for- 
merly, that ſhe would join with you 
in aſliſting the Deſign of my coming 
to London, and diſcover if you can, 
whether ſhe is pleas'd to preſerve the 
generous Intentions of Kindneſs ſhe 
ſo nobly aſſur d me of in Dublin, as 
well in general, as in that particular 
of which I now ſpeak. Our dear 
Friend RoSANI1a too will, I believe, 
be in Town as ſoon as this Letter, 
and whatever you three reſolve on, 
ſhall be at once my Preſcription and 
Happineſs. I have already in ſeveral 
of my former Letters told you all my 
Thoughtson this matter, and will not 
at this time repeat any thing but my 
Wiſhes, that once before I die, Pro- 
vidence will allow me to ſee PoL1- 
ARCHUS, ROSANTA, and the noble Fa- 
mily I but now mention'd. This 


comes to you by a Foot-Poſt of ours, 


- whoſe Return, I hope, will bring me 
.. 1 4 an 
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an account of you; and if you can 
ſend me the third or fifth Act of the 
new PoMPEy, it will much oblige 
me. The next I write ſhall give you 


my ſecond Thoughts of the two Acts 


have already, after a moſt diligent and 
ſtrict peruſal of them; but I would 
fain have your Senſe of the whole, 
now you have ſeen it acted; for I am 
not to be biaſsd or ſway'd in my 
Opinion by the common Judgment 
of the Town; being of Mr. Cow- 
LEY's mind, that the Creatures of 
the Theatre arc govern'd® by For- 
tune, as well as all other things. 
PHILASTER, I hcar, is in London, his 
Name, as HUD1BRAS ſays, being 


Regiſter d with Fame eternal, 
In deathleſs Pages of diurnal. 


expected to have heard from him 
cer now. If you have Tass0o's 
AMINTA, pray ſend it me to read: 
You may thank your ſelf for en- 


couraging by your own i” 
e 
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the Confidence of this Requeſt, af- 
ter ſo many Favours of the ſame 
kind that I have receivd already: 
but how much ſoever I treſpaſs on 
your Goodneſs, 'tis always with the 
inward Aſſurance, that 1 am to the 
greateſt degree, gc. 


©Qob. 13. 1663. 


ORIN DA. 


LET: 


oY 
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OUR Silence for a whole 

Month and more, troubles me 
ſo much, that I know not what to 
fay to you, nor how to reſolve whe- 
ther this Misfortune be the Effect of 
your Unkindneſs, or the Injuſtice of 
the Poſt, *Tis certain I have receiv d 
but one Letter from you ſince your 
Return to London, and in that was 
enclos d one from my Lady ELIZA- 
BETH BOYLE out of Ireland. Since 
that, I have written ſeveral to you, 
both by the Poſt and private Hands, 
but have never had the Satisfaction 
to know whether you receiv d them 


or not. Sometimes I am melancho- 


ly enough to fancy that I gave you 
too much Trouble about our private 
Affairs, and us'd you with too much 
Familiarity for you to pardon; and 


that from hence proceeds this your 


3 unuſual 
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unuſual Silence. If ſo, you may be 
afſſar'd that I have ſuffer'd enough 
by this dumb way of Puniſhment, 


and therefore let me intreat you to 


write now, even tho! it be to chide, 


rather than be ſilent any longer. To 
correſpond with you, is ſo great an 
Advantage to me, that I ſhall not 
part with it upon caſy Terms; and 
therefore you muſt downright for- 
bid my importuning you, before I 
ean learn ſo much good Manners : 
But I ſtill hope that PoLlarcavs 
has Friendſhip enough for Ox IN DA 
to hold out againſt all her Wcak- 
neſſes; and that he would never 
have given her ' ſuch convinci 

Proofs of his being her Friend, if 
he had not intended to continue ſo 
for ever. I promiſe my (elf; -there- 
fore, that 1 ſhall hear again from 
you, and particularly ' deſire your 
Anſwers to theſe Queſtions, Whe- 
ther we ſhall have any Redreſs in 
our Poſt-Grievance? Whether you 


have ſeen the Cork Family, and 


how 
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how you like their Acquaintance? 
But chiefly, whether you repent not 
of your moſt obliging Concern for 
one who merits your Gcodneſs ſo 
little, and trys it ſo _ as, Cc. 


13 Novemb. 1663. 


ORIN DA. 
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Purpoſely neglected to anſwer 

yours of the ſecond of Novem- 
ber by laſt Poſt, hoping that your 
Commands would inſpire me with 
ſomething worthy your Pcruſal; but 
I find upon Trial, that I am now 
grown ſo dull, ſo heavy; and, in a 


word, ſo good for nothing, that nei- 


ther my Importunities, nor your In- 
terceſſions, will prevail with the 
Muſes to be kind to me in any At- 
tempt of the nature you preſcribe. 
But becauſe you ſhall ſee how great 
a Power all your Deſires have over 
me, I am contented to expoſe my 
ſelf, as you will find by the inclos'd 
Copy of Verſes, to any Cenſure, 
rather than that of Diſobedience. I 
know to whom J ſend them, and 
that you arc ſo much my Friend as 
| tO 


* 
- 


OniNnDa to POLIARCHUS. 185 


to conceal, or correct them ſo as to 
make them capable of Pardon, 
which now I am ſure they are not. 
I leave them therefore wholly to 
your Mercy, of which you can give 
no greater an Inſtance, than by com- 
mitting to the Flames a Paper, which, 


I fear, is paſt all Correction. And 


this I muſt injoin you to do, if any 
other Poem has been Men on the 
ſame Subject; for then I am ſure this 
would appear with as much Diſ- 
grace, as covers my poor Tranſlation 
of PoMery, ſince the Luſtre of the 
other obſcur'd it. But if no other 
Perſon has been before-hand with 
me, and you reſolve to expoſe me,' 
be pleas'd to make me addrefs myſelf 
not as I do, but as I ought to do 
to ſo great and ſacred a Perſon. - I 
know how difficult it is to ſpeak 
of Princes as we ought ; how much 
more difficult is it then for one born 
and bred in ſo rude and dark a Re- 
treat as I have been, to accoſt them 
in ſuch a manner as to deſerve their 

Par- 
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Pardon? But to make. the Muſes 
talk impertinently in ſuch a Preſence, 
is What I bluſh. to think on, and, 
could never have had the Confidence 
to ſend the inclosd Paper of Ver- 
{es to any but PoLIARchus, who 
has Skill and judgment enough to 
refine and mend them; or if he 
think them not worth the Pains, is 
Friend engagh to ſuppreſs them. 
All I deſire is, that when you read 
this Poem, you will not condemn 
me for a Dulneſs, that you will find 
growing upon me; but conſider, that 
my Abſence from all the Converſa- 
tion that can refine my Wit, the Em- 
ploy ments of a Country Life, and 
the Uncalineſſcs of my Fortune, are 
able to blunt a much finer Pen than 
ever I was Miſtreſs of. And in- 
deed I find the Weights of my 
Misfortunes ſink me down ſo low, 
that unleſs” I am quickly reſtor d 
to the refreſhing Charms of your 
Company, I ſhall be paſt Reco- 
very, and incapable of enjoying 1 
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I will therefore not deſpair, but 
that my kinder Stars have yet re- 
ſerv d ſo much good Fortune in 
ſtore for me; which, if it ever 
happens, I ſhall then ſpeak better 


Senſe, and in all Reſpects have 
more Pretence to the Honour of 


ſubſcribing my ſelf, Oc. 


November 28. 1663. 
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| the twenty firſt inſtant I re- 


ON 


ceiv'd yours of no Date; but. 


if my Suppoſition be true, that 'twas 
Written the fifteenth, the Poſt is 
now ſo honeſt as to bring us our 
Letters in ſix Days; pray God keep 
them in that good Mind. And now 
give me leave to quarrel with you 
heartily, for preſenting the Copy 
of Verſes to the Queen, and that too 
without making any Alteration in 
them, contrary to the Requeſt I made 
you, when at the ſame time you 
knew very well that Mr. WALLER 
had employ'd his Muſe on the ſame 
Subject. I proteſt I never writ a- 
ny thing with more Diſtruſt of my 
ſelf, but am reſolv'd to give you 
now a greater Proof of my Com- 
plaiſance, than I did then 8 — 
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Obedience, by altering my Judg- 
ment by yours, and rather believ- 
ing it poſſible that I could ſay ſome- 
thing in thoſe Lines not unluckily, 
than that you could be ſo much 
miſtaken as to believe ſo, if it had 
been altogether otherwiſe. And 
indeed Mr. WALLER has, it may be, 
contributed not a little to encou- 
rage me in this Vanity, by writing 
on the ſame Subject the worſt Ver- 
ſes that ever fell from his Pen. I 


could be an outrageous Critick up- 


on them, if I were not reſtrain d by 
other Conſiderations: But ſure he, 
Who is ſo civil to the Ladies, had 
heard that I deſign'd ſuch an Ad- 
dreſs, and contenting himſelf with 
having got ſo much the Advantage 
of me in PoMmPEy, was willing to 
yield me this Mate at Cheſs, and 
to write ill on purpoſe to keep me 


in Countenance. I remember I have 


been told that he once ſaid, he 
would have given all his own Poems 
to have been the Author of that 


which 
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which. my Lady NEWCASTLE Writ 
of a Stag: And that being tax'd 
for this Inſincerity by one of his 
Friends, he anſwer'd, that he could 
do no leſs in Gallantry than be wil- 
ling to devote all his own Papers 
to ſave the Reputation of a Lady, 
and keep her from the Diſgrace of 
having written any thing ſo ill. 
Some ſuch Repartee I expect he 
would make on this occaſion ; but I 
fear I have loſt his Favour for ever, 
in having twice trod in his Steps by 
writing on Subjects he had cho- 
ſen; and if the King decided this 
laſt ſo much to my Advantage, as 
you repreſent, I am confident Mr. 
WALLER will never forgive me his 
Misfortune, which really troubles 
me, for I ſhould always be morc 
proud of his Friendſhip, than of a 
great Applauſe : not that I am ſo 
mortify'd'to this World as to be in- 
ſenſible of the infinite Honour their 
 MaJesTYs have done me in receiv- 
ing ſo very graciouſly that * 
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leſs Tribute from the humbleſt of 


their Subjects. No, I look on it 


with a Joy and Reverence next to 
that I have for the Divine Good- 
neſs: And as a Gentleman faid 
lately, | 


The People much approve 
Thoſe Prieſts that for em pray 
to Gods they love. 


So you f may be ſure there is abun- 
dance of my Thanks and Gratitude 


due to you even for this ſingle Act, 
this moſt generous way of lay ing 


me at their Majeſtys Feet, adorn d 


with your Concern, and aſſiſted 
with your Mediation to obtain ſuch 
Favours from thoſe Powers above, 
as I by that means have receiv'd. 


You and I ſtill do what we ever did; 


you continually oblige, and J al- 


ways receive the Obligation; and for 


ought I ſee it muſt ever be ſo: but 
tis not to every one that I would be 


_ thus oblig'd ; and as you have a cer- 


rain 
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tain Right to do good to all the 
World, ſo you have a particular Aſ- 
cendant over me, that makes me 
wear the Obligations you throw up- 
on me as ſo many Ornaments, and 
grow proud of my Fetters. To add 
to the reſt, I have this day receiv'd 
from you HUDIBRAS and AMINTA, 
which I am much pleas'd with and 
very thankful for; and beg of you 
to believe, I have ſuch a ſenſe of all 
your Favours, as would be much 
injur'd if it were attempted to be 
expreſs d; but yet is as impoſſible 
ever to be forgotten, as to be ac- 
knowledg'd by, &c. 


24 Decemb. 1663. 


ORINDA. 


LE T- 


DA. 
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would not paſs on me, and I ſhould 
know them to be yours; for there 
is ſomething ſo generous, fo ob- 


liging, and fo ingenious in their 


Stile, that no other Perſon can 


imitate it: Your laſt of the 26th 


of December particularly deſerves 


this Character, and more Acknow- 


ledgments than tis poſſible for me 
to make, or you to receive; un- 


leſs you could look into my Heart, 


and there read my infinite and un- 
ſpeakable Gratitude and Thankful- 
neſs for all your Favours, which 
are imprinted there in Characters 
ſo deep and indelible, that except 
1 renounce all ſenſe of the grea- 
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WW EE your Letters written in 
| another Hand, and ſubſcrib'd' 
by another Name, yet the Cheat 
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teſt Merit, and higheſt Obligations, 
J muſt retain for PoLIARchos an 
immenſe and unchangeable Re- 
ſpect and Vencration': This it is 
that creates in me ſo longing a 
Deſire to enjoy the ſweets of his 
delightful Converſation, that tis 
to me no ſmall Affliction not to 
be able yet to foreſee when I may 
propoſe to my ſelf the ſatisfaction 
of that Enjoyment. I find your 
Committee has met at laſt, and 
that you could not then pitch up- 
on any thing to promote the De- 
fire I have of being among you; 
and not only ſo, but methinks you 
ſpcak as if there were ſomething 


more in it than the only miſling 


to. find a preſent Expedient to that 
purpoſe. When I preſsd to have 


you meet in a Committee, I did 


not expect a ſudden Inſpiration 
ſhould fall upon you to direct you 
to ſomething that ſhould infallibly 
anſwer our Deſires ; but my mcan- 
ing was, that if, when you came 

to 
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to conſult together, you found 
your ſelves to have Indulgence e- 
nough for me to be willing to be 


troubled with my Company, you 


might be thenceforward a ſtand- 


ing Committce to aſſiſt each other 


in furthering that Deſign as Op- 
portunity ſhould offer, or as I ſhould 
ſee occaſion to requeſt it. But 
whether it be my Melancholy, 
or what other Reaſon I have for 


it I cannot tell, yet ſomething 


there is that whiſpcrs me, that ar 
your meeting you forcſaw ſome 
greater Difficulty in that Affair 
than before ; and whence that could 
proceed, I know not, unleſs you 
diſcover'd in one another an Indif- 


ference and Coldneſs towards me. 


This I deſire to know, and par- 
ticularly whether you found in my 
Lady Cork leſs Zeal and Wil- 
lingneſs to oblige me than you ex- 
pected, or than ſhe has been often 
pleasd to promiſe me: that in- 
decd would be a great Affliction to 
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me, not ſo much on account of any 
Advantage 1 propoſe to make by 
means of her Intereſt, as for the 
Loſs of her ſelf; for I can never 
value outward Conveniences as I 
do Perſons, and the Loſs of a Friend- 


ſhip is to me the greateſt. of all 


Lofles. Be pleasd therefore to 
let me know freely in your next, 
whether there be any Ground for 
this Apprchenſion, which my own 
Unworthineſs makes me apt to en- 
tcrtain, tho' I cannot do it with- 
out being, in ſome meaſure, in- 
jurious to her, who has ſo parti- 
cularly own'd me, who comman- 
ded me to look on my ſelf as al- 
ways one of hers; who, of her 
ſelf, without any hint of mine to. 
that purpoſe, preſsd my coming 
to London very earneſtly ; who aſ- 


ſurd me ſhe would contrive with 


you how to compaſs it without 
any Inconvenience to my Affairs, 
and would not reſt till it were ef- 
feed. You will allow all this to 

: be 


. 
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be ground eñough for my deſiring 


Jou to diſcourſe with her concern- 
ing it; but if after all 1 am ſo 
unfortunate as to have her grow 


cool in her obliging Purpoſes to 


me, I muſt, though with much Re- 


gret, ſubmit to the Stroke; and 
confeſs I owe all her Goodneſs 
ſo intirely to her own Pleaſure, 
and have ſo little Title to it on 
my own account, that ſhe may 
juſtly reſume her Bounty, and 
place it on a worthier Object. 
I am ſo uncaſy till I know the 


Truth of this, that I beg you 


once more to put me out of 


my Pain by the very next Poſt: 


and if, as I hope, my Melancho- 
ly has deccivd me into this Fear, 
I will then tell you more concern- 


ing the other Affair, in which I 
ſhould give you leſs Trouble, if 


ANTENOR's Buſineſs call'd him up 
to Town; but I cannot find he 


has the leaſt Thoughts of it, un- 
leſs he can be perſuaded that my 


K 3 go- 
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going might be of advantage to 
his Intereſt. Now I am the un- 
fitteſt Perſon in the World to be 
an Inſtrument in that Perſuaſion, 
becauſe it muſt imply an Opi- 
nion of my own Power and Ca- 
pacity to ſerve him, which I have 
no Reaſon to believe I have; and 


if I ſhould fail in an Attempt of 


that nature, I ſhould make him 
more unhappy, and my {elf ridi- 
culous. I verily believe we ſhall 
never do any thing for him, till 
we arc in Town; yet how to pro- 
pole the Journey to him I know 
not, unleſs either ſomething be 
found that tis probable may be 
effected for him, or that the ge- 
neral Opinion of his Friends in 
Town concur to perſuade, that 
things of that; nature are ſnatch'd 
up before they can be heard of at 
this diſtance ; and that tis likely 
an Attendance at the Fountain- 
Head may ſoon find out and pro- 
cure ſomething for him, that may 
deſerve 
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deſerye the Hazard, Time, and 
Pains z and laſtly, that *twill be 
more. prudent to reſolve on that 


courſe, before the preſent hopes 


that are given me of an Intereſt and 
of being well recciv'd at Court, wi- 
ther by Time, and are loſt for 
want of lay ing hold on the Op- 
portunity that now offers. If there- 
fore betwixt this and next March 
no particular thing can be found 
out to encourage him, yet a ge- 


neral Vote of his Friends then, 
ſtrengthen d by the Opinion, Rea- 


ſons, and Deſire of PoLIARcHoUs, 
may very much incline him to 
venture on the Journey and At- 
tempt ; but till that time draw 
near, I'll ſay no more of it. I 
muſt now inform you, that twas 
not Neglect or Reſervedneſs, but 
meerly Forgetfulneſs, that made 
me conceal from you what I have 
begun to tranſlate from the HoRace 
of Monſieur. CORNEILLE ; if you 
will lay your Commands on me 
1 K 4 ro 
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to ſend it you, I will be ſure to 
obey you; and now the Poſt is 
become honeſt, I expect to hear 
weekly from you, which next to 
your Friendſhip it ſelf, is the grea- 
. teſt Obligation you can lay upon, 


Oc. 


| Jan. 8. 1663. 
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1 * ſo oblig'd to you for the 

generous and friendly Concern 
vou take in the unfortunate Acci- 
dent of the unworthy publiſhing 
of my: fooliſh Rhymes, that I know 
not which way to expreſs, much 


leſs to deſerve the leaſt part of ſo 


noble an Obligation. PRHILASTER 
gave me a hint of this Misfortune 
laſt Poſt, ard I immediately took 
an Opportunity of expreſſing to 
him the great, but juſt Affliction it 
Was to me, and begg'd him to 


join with you in doing what J ſee 


your, Friendſhip had urg'd you both 
to do without that Requeſt ; for 
Which I now' thank you, it being 
all that could be done to give me 
Eaſe : but the Smart of that Wound 


Mill. remains, and hurts my Mind. 
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Lou may be aſſur'd I had obey'd 


you by writing after my old rate 
on the occaſion you mention, * had 


you not in your next Lettet ſeem'd 


to have chang'd your Opinion, ad- 
viſing me rather to haſten to Lon- 
don and vindicate my ſelf, by pub- 
liſhing a true Copy. Beſides, I 
confider'd it would have been too 
airy a way of reſenting ſuch an In- 
jury, and I could not be fo ſoon 
reconcil'd to Verſe, which has been 
ſo inſtrumental to afflict me, as to 
fall to it again already; however, 
if you ſtill think it proper, I will 
reſign my Judgment and Humour 
to yours, and try what I can do 
that way. Mean while I have ſent 
you * inclos d my true Thoughts on 
that Occaſion in Proſe, and have 
mix d nothing elſe with it, to the 
end that you may, if you pleaſe, 
ſhew it to any body that ſuſpects my 
Ignorance and Innocence of that 
11 | falſe 


+ The following Letter, which was fent in- 
ecs'd in this, 
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falſe Edition of my Verſes; and 1 
believe it will make a grea — 
preſſion on them, than if it 
written in Rhyme : 1 = 
in too great a Paſſion to ſolicite the 
Muſes, and think I have at this 
time more rcaſon to rail at them 
than court them; only that they 
are very innocent of all I write, 
and I can blame nothing but my 
own Folly and Idleneſs for ha- 
ving exposd me to this Unhappi- 
neſs; but of this no more till I 
hear from you again. I muſt now 
tell you, that the Affliction I am 
in is very much relicv'd by the As- 
ſurances you give me of the conti- 
Nuance of my Lady CoRK's Friend- 
ſhip to me, and that neither my 
Abſence nor Unworthineſs have 
robb'd me of her Eſteem. And 
as I am of your Opinion, that my 
coming to Town may more pro- 
bably effect ſomething for ANTE- 
Non, than my ſtay here 3'/ſoIthink 
| it very adviſcable to acquaint of 
N & 
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the Trojan thinks he has found out 
ſomething fit for me to attempt, 

and that is very honourable and may 

be compaſs d. AN TENOR too ap- 

proves the Propoſition, arid begins ö 
to reſolve upon my Journey,” as 

ſoon as he can put his Affairs in 5 | | 
Poſture for my ſettling thiſigs here, 

and my Accommodation there 

but to quicken him in this, and 

"confirm him in the other, J think 

it very neceſſary that- in a'Letter 

to him you ſhould repeat the Aſ- 

ſurances you have formerly given 

him, of your generous Friendſhip, 

and acquaint him that I' ought to 

haften to Town as ſoon as poſſi- 

ble, in order to ſolicite for him 

the Affair the Trojan has found out; 

which you may likewiſe 1 7 

as an Advantage caſy to 

tain'd, by promiſing him all the 

Aſſiſtance you have ſo often aſſur d 
me of, and which he already doubts 

not but he ſhall receive from you. 

Such a Letter from” you will be 

Fs more 
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more prevalent with him, than the 
Perſuaſions of all the World be- 


ſides, for he honours no Man ſo 


much as your ſelf, nor with ſo 


much Juſtice. Vou ſee, Sir, how 


plain I am with you, and I hope 
you will by this Freedom meaſure 
the Friendſhip I have for you, and 


the Confidence I repoſe in you; 
for certainly I could never make 


this Requeſt to any but your ſelf, 


and yet I muſt make another to 
you, that will. be little leſs confi 
.dent ; and that is, that if my Lady 


-CoRK continue her Reſolution: of 


writing to me, you would prevail 
with her, as from your ſelf, not 
from me, to do it in one inclos d 
in your next; and therein if ſhe 
pleaſe to expreſs her ſelf after her 
accuſtom'd'. obliging manner, by 
aſſuring me of her Friendſhip, and 
(giving. her Opinion that my co- 
ming may be advantageous to my 
elf, and will not be unacceptable 
to ct I will ſhew her Letter to 

x 3  ANTE- 
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ANnTENoOR,. who, I believe, will 


look on it as a new Motive for 
my Journey, and be highly oblig d 
by it. Let me know what they 
ſay of me at Court and every where 
elſe, upon this laſt Accident, an 

whether the expoſing all my Fol- 
lies in this dreadful Shape has not 


frighted the whole World out of 


all their Eſteem for me. I receiv'd 


luaſt Night a moſt kind Letter from 


my Lord OrREry, wherein he is ſo 
partial as toſpeak of my Tranſlation 
of POMPEY with Preference to the o- 
ther: you ſhall ſee what he writes 
when we meet next, which happy 
Moment I expect with the utmoſt 
Impatience; for to uſe the words of 
STEPHANo Guasro, whoſe Ci vili 
Converſation: is a moſt excellent 
Book, and has often entertain'd me 
this Winter with great Delight, Ton 
have render d my Taſte ſo delicate by 
the wonderful Charms of your Con- 
werſation, that all other Company 
ſeems to be dull and inſipid. You 

| 3 | can- 
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cannot therefore much blame me 
either for my Eagerneſs to regain 
that Happineſs; or my Tediouſneſs 
in converſing in this manner with 
a Perſon ſo much valu d by all the 
World, and particularly by me to 
that infinite degree, that I can 
hardly find the way to that part 
of my Letter, that muſt aſſure you 
that I am, Cc. 


Jan. 29. 1661. 


Wo 


ORIN DA. 
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LETTER XLVL. 


PT Is well you chid me ſo 
much for endeavouring to 


expreſs a part of the Senſe J have. 


of your Obligations ; for while 
_you go on in conferring them 
" paſt all poſſibility of Acknowledg- 
ment, 'tis very convenient for 
me to be forbidden to attempt 
it. Your laſt Generoſity in vin- 
dicating me from the unworthy U- 
ſage I have receiv d from the Preſs 
at London, as much tranſcends 
all your former Favours, as the 
Injury done me by that Printer 
and Publiſher ſurpaſſes all the Trou- 
bles that to my Remembrance 1 
ever had: All I can ſay to you 

tor 
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for it is only this, that you aſſert 
the Cauſe of an innocent, though 
a very unhappy Perſon, and that 


tis impoſſible for Malice it ſelf 


to have printed thoſe Rhymes, 
which you tell me are got a- 
broad ſo impudently, with fo 
much Wrong and Abuſe to them, 


as the very Publication of them 


at all, though never ſo correct, had 
'been to me, who never writ a 
Line in my Life with Intention 
to have it printed; and am truly 


of my Lord FALKLAND" 5 mind, 


when he ſays, 


He Danger feard than Cen 
ſure leſs, 

Nor could he dread a Breach like 
10 the Prefs. | 


It; | ö | 1 


You know” me, Sir, to have beth 


all along ſufficiently diſtruſtful of 


whatever my own want of Com- 


1 and better Employment, or 
the 
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the Commands of others have ſe- 
duc'd me to write, and that I 


have rather endeavour'd never to 


have thoſe Trifles ſeen at all, 
than that they ſhould be expos'd 


to all the World in this impu- 


dent manner in which they now 
moſt unhappily arc. But is 8 
no Retreat can ſhield ms. fron 

the Malice of this Ward > . 
thought that Rocks and xl 
might have hidden me, that 'twas 
free for all to beguile their Soli- 
tude with what harmleſs Thoughts 


they pleas d, and that our Ri- 


vers, though they are babbling, 
would get have betray'd the Follies 
of impertinent Thoughts that were 
produc d on their Banks. But 1 
am the only unfortunate Perſon 
who cannot ſo much as think 
in private, who muſt have all 
my Imaginations and idle No- 
tions rifled and 0 to play 


15 Mountebank, and dance. AP: 
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on the Ropes to entertain the 


Rabble; to undergo all the Rail- 
lery of the Wits, and all the 
Severity of the Wiſe; to be the 
Sport of ſome that can, and 
Deriſion of others, that cannot 
read a Verſe. This is the moſt 
cruel Accident that could ever 
have befallen me, and has alrea- 
dy made a proportionate Impreſ- 
ion on me; for it has coſt m 
a ſharp Fit of Sickneſs ſince I 
heard it; and I believe would 


have been more fatal, but that I 


conſider d what a Champion 1 
have in you, whoſe Credit in 
the World will gain me a be- 


lief with all the better ſort of 


Perſons, that I am fo innocent 
of that wretched Artifice of a 
ſecret Conſent, of which I fear 
am ſuſpeted, that whoever 
would have brought me thoſe Co- 
pies corrected and amended, and 
a thouſand Pounds to have bought 
N my 
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my Permiſſion to print them, 
ſhould not have obtained it. You 
know too beſides, that tho' there 
are many things in this villanous 
Impreſſion, which the Ignorance 
of what occaſion'd them, and the 
Falſeneſs of the Copies may re- 
preſent very ridiculous and extra- 
vagant; yet I could give ſome 
account of them even to the ſe- 
vereſt Cato: and ſure they 
muſt be more abusd than I can 
believe it poſſible for them to be, 
(for I have not yet ſeen the Book, 
nor can imagine what is in it) 
before they can be diſguis d in ſuch 
a manner, as not to deſerve the 
Character of theſe Lines of Sir Ep- 
WARD DERING in his Epilogue to 
* 


No bolder Thought can 
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As chaſte the Lines, as harmleſs 
is the Senſe, 
As the firſt Smiles of Infant In- 


Nocence. 


So that I hope there will be no 
need of juſtifying them to Vir- 
tue and Honour. And I am fo 
little concern'd for the Reputa- 
tion of writing Senfe, that pro- 
vided the World will believe me 
wholly innocent of the leaſt Know- 
ledge, much more of any Con- 
nivance at this Publication, I will 


inen compound never to trou- 
bl 


e them with the true Copies, 
which nevertheleſs you adviſe me 
to do; though if you ſtill judge 
it abſolutely neceſſary to tlie Re- 
paration of this Misfortune, and to 
the general Satisfaction, and if, 
as you tell me, all the reſt of my 
Friends will preſs me to it, I 
ſhall reſolve upon it with the fame 
Reluctancy, that 1 would cut off 
Aa 
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a Limb to fave my Life. How- 
ever, I hope you will ſatisfy all 
your Acquaintance of my Aver- 
ſion to it, and did they know 
me as well as you do, that Apo- 
logy were very unneceſlary ; for 


I am fo far from expecting Ap- 


plauſe on account of any thing 
I write, that I can ſcarce expect 
a Pardon: And ſometimes I think 
that to make Verſes is ſo much 
above my Reach, and a Diver- 
ſion ſo unfit for the Sex to which 
I belong, that I am about to re- 
ſolve againſt it for ever; and 
could I have recover'd thoſe fu- 
gitive Papers that have eſcap d my. 
Hands, I had long ſince, I be- 


lieve, made a Sacrifice of them 


all to the Flames. The truth is, 
I have always had an incorrigible 
Inclination to the Vanity of Rhy- 
ming, but intended the Effects of 
that Humour only for my on 
Amuſement in a retit᷑ d Life, and 
there- 
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therefore did not ſo much xeſiſt 
it as a wiſer Woman would have 
done: But ſome of my deateſt 
and beſt Friends having found my 
Ballads (for they deſerve no better 
a Name) they made me ſo much 
believe they did not diſlike them, 
that I was betray d to permit ſome 
Copies to be taken for their Di- 
verſion z but this with ſo little 
Concern for them, that I have loſt 


moſt of the Originals, which I 


ſuppoſe to be the cauſe of my 
preſent Misfortune; for ſome in- 
fernal Spirits or other have catch'd 
thoſe Rags of Paper, and what 
the careleſs blotted Writing kept 


them from underſtanding, they 


have ſupply'd by Conjecture, till 
they have at length put them into 
the Shape wherein you ſaw them, 
or elſe I know not which way tis 
poſſible for them to have been col- 
lected, and ſo abominably printed 
as I hear they are. 

| there 


believe too 
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there arc ſome among them that 


are not mine, and thus I am not 


only injur'd in my own particular, 


but on the account likewiſe of thoſe 
worthy Perſons, who had then the 


ill luck to be of my Converſation, 


whoſe Names are without their 
leave expos'd in this Impreſſion; fo 


that there are but few things in the 
power of Fortune that could have 
afflicted me more than this trea- 


cherous Accident. To conclude, 


I know you ſo much my Friend, 


that I need not ask your pardon 


for making you this tedious Com- 
plaint, but I own tis a great In- 
juſtice to revenge my ſelf thus on 
you for the Wrongs have been 


done me by others; and therefore 


will only tell you, that the ſole 
Advantage 1 gain by this cruel 
News, is, that it has convinc'd me 
by dear Experien cc, that no Ad- 
verlity- cat ſhake the Conſtancy of 
your 
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your Friendſhip, and that in the 


worſt Humour that ever 1 was in, 
Iſtill am, Cc. 


Jan. 29. 1663. 


ORIN DA. 
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LETTER XLVII 


UST now I receiv'd yours of 
J thc fifteenth, which brought me 
the welcome Aflurance that you will 
ſtill have me for your Valentine; 
an Honour I am moſt unwilling 
ever to loſe, but was forc'd this 
Year to truſt it to the Capriciouſneſs 
of Fortune, whom I invok'd with 
ſo much Fervency, that once in my 
Life I found her in a good Humour ; 
for ſhe gave me to draw your Name 
amongſt a dozen. Our Company 
afterwards drew Motto's, and I hap- 
pen'd on one that ſo well deſcrib'd 


You, that I began to cry Fortune, 


Mercy, that I had cver call'd her 
blind: twas this, He dances well, and 
fights well; I might well have added, 
and obliges well too; for certainly 
never Man did ſo more, or with 


a 
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a better Grace. But what Thanks 
ſhall I return you for the great 
Concern you take for my Intereſt, 
and for the Aſſurances you give of 
it in your Letters to ANTENOR and 
myſelf? He is reſolvd to put his 


Fortune to the Trial by following 


your Advice, and haſtening me to 
London, as ſoon as tis poſſible for 
him to accommodate me for the 


Journey. Next Poſt I will ſay more 


of it, mean while ſhall only tell you, 


that all your Perſuaſions would have 


been in vain, and could never have 
prevail'd with me to have undertaken 
that Attempt, were not the hopes 
I have of ſerving ANTENOR, and 
the pleaſure I propoſe to my (elf in 
converſing with PoLIARchHUs, the 
chief Motives that induce me to it. 
I am now at Landſbipping, where 
there is a great deal of Company, 
who command my Attendance. I 
go home this Week, and then ſhall 
be more at leiſurc, to tell you ma- 
ny ſurprizing Adventures; but my 
| L 2 time 
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time allowing me now to write but 
one Lettcr, 'twas not difficult for 
me to reſolve to whom it ſhould be; 
for my Inclinations as well as Obli- 
gations equally carry me to aſſure 
you that 1 am, Cc. 


Feb. 21. 
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LETTER XLVIII 


Told you from Landſbipping 1 


would write wondrous Matters 


to you when I came home, and you 


may now juſtly expect, not only in 
Performance of that Promiſe, but 
in Return of your laſt obliging Let- 
ter, that I ſhould ſay much more 
to you, than my preſent haſte will 
allow me to do: But when I have 
told you that this hurry is occa- 
ſion d by my beginning my Jour- 
ney to London, I know you will 
the more caſily forgive it, for you 
have too often diſcover'd a_ Wil- 
lingneſs to be troubled with your 
Valentine's ill Company there, for 
me to ſuſpect you will be ſorry 
that the time now, approaches when 
you will once more be tormented 
with her impertinent Conyerſation. 
N L 3 But 
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But to make you ſupport it the 
better, let me aſſure you, that the 
next Satisfaction I propoſe to my 
ſelf after the Hopes of doing ſome- 
thing for ANTENOR's Service, is to 
enjoy the exccllent Company of 
ſome very few Friends, among 
whom POLIARCHUS may be aſlur'd 
he holds the chicfeſt Rank. Nor 
could I have thus long. deny'd my 
ſelf the Happineſs of his excellent 
Converſation, would I have liſten'd 
to the Dictates of my own Deſires, 
that continually prompted me. to 
purchaſe it by a Forgctfulneſs of 
my Duty to ANTENOR. But had 1 
done this, I had not only loſt my 
own inward Content, but forfeitcd 
that Friendſhip I ſhould indeed ve- 
ry little , deſerve, if 1 could have 
hoped. for it on ſuch unworthy 


Terms. But ANTENOR is now ſo 


ſatisfy'd that my going may be for 
his Advantage, that he haſtens me 
away as faſt as he can, and I hope 
God will enable me to anſwer. his 
Ex- 
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Expectations, by making me an In- 


ſtrument of doing him ſome hand- 
ſome Service; which is the only 
Ambition I have in the World, 


and which 1 would purchaſe with 
the hazard of my Life. I am ex- 
ceedingly oblig'd to my Lady Cork 
for remembring me with ſo much 
Indulgence, for her great deſire to 
be troubled with my Company; 
but above all, for her readineſs to 
aſſiſt my Endeavours for AN TENOR, 
which is the moſt generous Kindneſs 
can be done me; and I will never 
abuſe the Goodneſs of thoſe that 


offer it, by expecting or deſiring any - 


thing improper or unreaſonable, and 
whereof I will not make you Judge 
and Confident, who have already 
engag d yourfelf to be an Aſſiſtant. 
I am call'd away, and can only aſ- 
ſure you, that to make you the 
higheſt and trueſt Expreſſion of my 
Eſteem and Friendſhip, I profeſs 
that I am more indebted to you 
on the Score of your own Merit, 

| than 


if 
- 
2 
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than of my infinite Obligations to 
you, though the latter have ſuch a 
Tic upon me, that nothing but the 
former can make a greater Impreſ- 
ſion on the Soul of, Cc. 


Cardigan Priory, 
Mar. 12,1664. 
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M* Brother has a very great 
| Ambition to have ſo noble 
and worthy a Friend as your ſelf 
reſponſible for the Chriſtianity of a 
Son that God has bleſs'd him with 
ſince he ſaw you; but he is much 
out of countenance to deſire this 


Favour of you ; the more too, be- 
cauſe his Wife's Fondneſs of his 


"Name is ſo great, that ſhe has en- 


gag'd him to call the Child by it. 
And it being alſo his Father's Name, 
it is thus become that of the Fa- 
mily. I have undertaken that you 
will pardon the rudeneſs of asking 
you to be Godfather without gi- 
ving it your Name, which he and 
I would much rather do, were it 


not for an unavoidable Obligation 


to the contrary. If I am not mi- 
ſtaken 


=. * ks 4 * 
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ſtaken in your Goodneſs, be pleas'd 
to come hither this Afternoon a 
| little before Three, where it will be 
privately chriſten'd, and where you 


ſmall find, Cc. 


May 17. 1664. 
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